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OBSERVATIONS 


Some Pats of Earl Cornwallis's Anſwer 
© 
Sir Heary Clinton's Narrative, 
Rr 54g? | 
LIEUTENANT: GENERAL 
815 HENRY CLINTON, K. n. 


Wit I publiſhed 2 Neri of ray 
conduct during the period of my command in 
North America, which comprehends the 
campaign of 1787, 1 was in hopes. I had aid 
every thing that was requiſite. to, explain the 
motives of my own actions, and to convince 

Hers _ : every 
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every unprejudiced perſon, that certain poſi- 
tions reſpecting them, advanced in Lord 
Cornwallis's letter to me of the 20th of Oc- 
tober, had no foundation. But it gives me 
extreme concern to obſerve, that his Lord- 
ſhip's ſeeming to avow nearly the ſame ſeuti- 
ments in his Introduction to a late publica- 
tion, ſtyled, an Anſwer to that Narrative, 


lays me under the neceſſity of troubling the 
public again upon a ſubje&, which they are 


probably tired of; and I ſincerely wiſhed to 


have done with. I hope, therefore, it may 


not be judged improper to requeſt their atten- 
tion to the following Obſervations on ſome 
of the opinions and . afſertions therein ſtated. 
Which (to be as conciſe as poſſible) I ſhall 


take according to the order in which they 


occur; — adding only, in an Appendix, the 
copies of ſuch extracts from my correſpon- 
dence, and other Papers, as appear neceſſary. 
1 find upon enquiry that the four letters 
were omitted to be ſent to the Secretary of 
State, which Lord Cornwallis mentions to 
Have bern wanting when the papers relating 
to this buſineſs 1 were laid' before the Houſe of 
Lords. But the reaſons kor his Lordſhip's 


march 


8 8 1 
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march from Croſs-creek to Wilmington, and 
from thence into Virginia (ſtated i in the firſt 
of them) had been before given in his letters 
of the 23d and 24th of April, to the Secretary 
of State, General Phillips, and myſelf; and 
theſe ſtand the firſt of thoſe letters from his 
Lordſhip's correſpondence, read before the 
Houſe of Lords; the other three letters had 
been inſerted in a pamphlet containing ex- 
tracts from our correſpondence, handed about 
at the time of the enquiry; and one of thoſe 
pamphlets had been preſented, by my order, 
to Lord Townſhend, as a man of honour, and 
a friend to both parties, previous (1 believe) 
to his- noticing this omiſſion to the Houſe ; 
and all the four miſſing letters were ſoon 
after publiſhed in the Parliamentary Regiſter, 
along with thoſe which had been read to the 
Lords. So that Lord Cornwallis could not 
well have ſuſtained any injury by that omiſſion. 
This, however, cannot be ſaid to have been the 
caſe with mine of the zoth of November, and 
2d of December to his Lordfhip, * and of the 
6th. of December to the American Miſter; 
which. were with-held, whilſt Lord Corti: 
wallis's letters of the 2oth of October, and 24 
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of December (to which they were anſwers). 
were ſuffered to operate, for a long time, upon 
the minds of the public, to my prejudice. 
My letters of the zoth of November and 2d 
of December, were in Lord Cornwallis's poſ- 
ſeſſion, when his friend, Lord Townſhend, 


moved for thoſe of his Lordſhip, which he 


judged neceſſary to explain his conduc, The 
public will judge, whether mine were not, at 
leaſt, equally ſo, to explain mine; and Whe - 
ther, on finding that the Secretary of State 
had omitted to produce them to the Lords, 


Lord Cornwallis ought not to have deſired 


Lord Townſhend to have moved for them. 
J declare, I would have done 65 had been 
in bis Lordſhip's place. | 
The four other letters, taken notice of; * 
Lord Cornwallis, were certainly not delivered 
to him before November; becauſe the three 
firſt, having been committed to the charge of 
General Leſlie, (who was in a manner em- 
barked for the-Cheſapeak, from the beginning 
of Auguſt to the arrival of the French fleet) 
could not have been tranſmitted to his Lordſhip 
foonex ; aud the laſt (the ſubſtance. of which, 
homever,. had been previeuly. communicated 
"Folk | in 
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in the preſence of a council of war, for- his 
Lordſhip's information to Major Cockran, who 
joined him on the gth of October) being ſent 
by an advice boat, did not reach the Cheſapeak 


before his ſurrender. But whoecver will take - 


the trouble of peruſing thofe letters, will 
perceive that his Lordſhip's conduct (in the 
then ſtate of matters) could not have been in- 
fluenced by an earlier receipt of them. 

Every man af ſenſibility muſt lament thas 
Lord Cornwallis: has ſo indiſcreetly availed 
hinſclf of the liberty, he ſuppoſed! was given 
him, by the late change. in American meaſures; 
For as my ſecret and maſt private letter to General. 
Phillips, dated April 30, contained nothing 
neceſſary for his Lordſhip's juſtification ; the 
publithing it was highly impolitie at leaſt, not 
to ſay more — for. reaſons too obvious to need 
explanation. 2.4 U tan rte 0? 

No perſon can be more . thaw Lan to 
admit the difficulties Lord Cornwallis had to 
ſtruggle with ; and I ſhall always aeknowledge 
that. j expected ſucceſs (notwithſtanding) from 
his Lordſhip's abilities. J left his Lordſhip 


in the Carolinas, with every power, civil aud 


* 2 L could giue him, to carry on 
ſuch 
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ſuch operations as he ſhould judge moſt 
likely to complete their reduction. Where 1 
had hopes of ſucceſs, I ſtudiouſſy ſought to 
approve without reſerve. And, as long as I 
imagined. his Lordfhip to be in ſufficient force, 
and in other reſpects prepared and competent to 
_ give the experiment of ſupporting our friends 
in North Carolina, a fair and ſolid trial, I cer- 
tainly approved. But after the unfortunate 
day of Cofpens, which diminiſhed his Lord; 
ſhip* s ating army nearly one fourth; and after 
be thought | proper to deſtroy Bout part, of his. 
waggons, proviant train, &c. (whereby he 
was reduced, I fear, to 3 too like a 
Tartar move) ; had it then been poſſible for 
him to have conſulted me, he would have 
found that, could 1 have even conſented to his, 
perſiſting in his march into that province, that 
conſent muſt have totally reſted upon the- 
high opinion I entertained of his Lordſhip's 
exeftions, and not on any other 5 youu: 

ſpect I had of ſucceſs. _ C 
Major Ferguſon's misfortune was one of 
thoſe untoward eircumſtances, which Lord 
Cornwallis ſays, occured during the four 
months ſucceeding tlie battle of Camden. His 
Lordſhip, 
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Lordſhip, immediately after the complete vie- 
tory he there obtained, ordered our friends iu 
North Carolina, to arm and intercept the 
beaten army of General Gates; promiſing 
them at the ſame time, that he would march 
directly to the borders of that province in their 
ſupport. About this time Major Ferguſon 
was detached to a diſtance from his Lordſhip, 
with a body of militia (without being ſupported 
by regular troops) under an idea that he could 
make them fight; notwithſtanding Tus, Lord- 
ſhip had informed me, ſome little time before, 
that it was contrary to the experience of the 
army, as well as of Major Ferguſon himſelf. 
The conſequence was, that the Major and his 
whole corps were unfortunately maſſacred. 
Lord Cornwallis was, immediately upon hear-. 
ing of this event, obliged to quit the borders of 
North Carolina, and leave our friends there at 
the mercy of an inveterate enemy, whoſe power. 
became irreſiſtible by this neceſſary retreat. 
This fatal cataſtrophe, moreover, loſt his Lord- 
ſhip the whole militia of Ninety -fix, amounting, 
to four thouſand 1 men, and even threw South 
Carolina into a ſtate of confuſion and rebel - 
lion. 


Wallis 
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How nearly the force I left with Lord Corn- 
wallis in the Southern diſtrict, and what I 
afierwards ſent to him, might have been ade- 
quate or not to the ſucceſs expected from it, 
I ſhall not now examine. It was all I could 
| poſſibly ſpare. But for the fatisfaftion of the 

public, I ſhall give at the end of the Appen- 
dix, a view of the force firſt left with his 
Lordſhip, of what was ſent to him afterwards, 
and of what was finally under his Lordſhip's 
orders throughout the whole extent of his com- 
mand; — to contraſt with which, I ſhall add 
alſo another view of the force left under my 
own immediate orders at New York, at different 
periods; giving at the ſame time as near a 
calculation as I can make from the intelligence 
received, of the number of regular troops 
which the enemy had oppoſed to each of us. 
] beg leave likewiſe to mention; that before I 
failed from Charles-town, I offered to Lord 
Cornwallis all he wiſhed, all he wanted, of 
every fort; and that his Lordſhip expreſſed 
himſelf to be perfectly ſatisfied with the troops 
he had, and wiſhed for no more, as will appear 
from the letters annexed. What the exact 
ſtrength of the corps under his Lordſhip's im- 
tmediate command may have been at any given 
1 period, 
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periad, I cannot aſcertain, as I had not regu- 
lar retarns of them; but his Lordſhip did not 
make any complaint to me of the ſmallneſs of 
his force when he commenced his move into | 
North Carolina; and L always thought it to be 

full as large as I had rated it at, 
cannot judge of the aſſurances of co- opera- 
tion which Lord Cornwallis may have received 
from our friends in Narth Carolina, but from 
his Lordſhip's report; and his Lordſhip beſt 
knows, whether he received any after the effects 
of Major. Ferguſon's misfortune were known. But 
his Lordſhip cannot forget that our friends, 
who had riſen by his order, were left expoſed 
to ruin by his retreat, and numbers of them 
actually maſſacred. I am therefore at a loſs 
to gueſs what may have been his Lordſhip's 
reaſons for being ſurprized that they failed to 
join him after the victory at Guildford; as 
ſuch effort of loyalty could ſcarcely be ex- 
pected from them after their paſt ſufferings, 
when they ſaw his Lordſhip's army fo greatly 
reduced after the action, and ſo ſcantily ſup- 
plied with proviſions ; which, without doubt 
was very far ſhort of that ſolid ſupport which 
they had heen encouraged to expect from his 
N c Lordſhip's 
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Lordſhip's promiſes. And indeed his Lord- 
ſhip might have ſuppoſed that theſe were their 
ſentiments from what followed, as deſcribed 
by himſelf. Many of the inhabitants rode 
* into camp, ſhook me by the hand, ſaid 

a they were glad to ſee us, and to hear we had 
beat Greene, and then rode home again ;”— — 
no doubt with aching hearts, from the melan- 
choly ſecene his Lordſhip's camp © encumbered 
« geb a long train of fick and n.. . 
hibited to their view. 

hut as this attempt (ſuch as it was) had 
failed, ſurely Lord Cornwallis's next object 
ſhould have been, 70 ſecure South Carolina: and 
this appears to have been his Lordſhip's own 
opinion when he wrote his letter to General 
Leſlie of the 12th of December, 1780: — 
„We will then give our friends in North- 
« Carolina 4 fair trial. If they behave like 
„ men, it may be of the greateſt advantage to 
© the affairs of Britain. If they are ass 
„ as our friends to the ſouthward, we muſt 
* leave them to their fate, and ſecure what we 
* have got.” Had I not conſequently every 
reaſon to expect his Lordſhip would have done 
ſo? To what purpoſe then did his Lordſhip 


march 
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march to Wilmington from Croſs-creek, as he 
was ſo much nearer Camden and South Caro- 
lina ? Or, even when at Wilmington, (as he 
could not but be apprehenſive for the ſafety of 
South Carolina, from General Greene's march 
into that province; — and even for Charles- 
town,* whoſe old works were in part levelled, to 
e make way for new ones, which were not yet 
& conſtructed; and whoſe garriſon was inadequate 
& to oppoſe any force of conſequence ;” which 
material information it 1s preſumed Colonel 
Balfour could not have failed communicating 


to his Lordſhip as well as to Lord Rawdon,) 


why did not his Lordſhip retire to Charles- 


town by the route of Lockwood's folly and 
the Waggamaw ? Which, it is the opinion of 
many others as well as mine, was practicable. 
For gallies might have ſecured him the paſſage 
of that river, and we then held the poſt of 
George-town upon its banks: it was, more- 
over, early in the month of April, long before 
the droughts ſet in, and it may therefore be 
preſumed there was not much danger of the 
mills wanting water, as his Lordfkip ſeems to 

C'2 have 


vide Lord Rawdon's Letter to Lord Cornwallis, da- 
ted May 24, 1781. 
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have apprehended. Had his Lordſhip fortu- 


nately done ſo, South Carolina would have 
been ſaved, and the fatal cataſtrophe which 

afterwards happened to his army in the Cheſa- 
peak avoided. Lord Cornwallis in anſwer to 
this ſays, ** that he decided to march into 
„Virginia, as the ſafeft and maſt effeftual means 
* of employing the ſmall corps under his command, 
% For the force in South Carolina was in his 
opinion ſufficient, when collected, to ſecure 
„ what was valuable to us in that province.” 
But his Lordſhip's letter to General Phillips, 
of the 24th of April, (written a day or two 
before he moved) ſo far from repreſenting this 
march-'as a ſafe one, deſcribes it as moſt peri- 
lous. And if there vas a poſſibility that his 
Lordſhip's return to South Carolina (even by 
ſea) might prevent any material part of that 
province or Georgia from falling into the ene- 
my's hands, (as many of the poſts there did, 
notwithſtanding his Lordſhip's opinion of the 
ſufficiency of the force to ſecure them,) it may be 
preſumed, that his Lordſhip's march into Vir- 
ginia was not the moſt effetual means of employing 
the corps under his command, as the event has 
but too well proved to our coſt; Lord Corn- 
8 wallis 
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wallis gives likewiſe another reaſon for this 
move. He ſays, he was influenced by ha- 
« ving juſt received an account from Charles- 
« town of the arrival. of a frigate with diſ- 
« patches from me. The ſubſtance of which 
& then tranſmitted to him was, that General 
« Phillips had been detached to the Cheſa- 
„peak, and put under his orders. Which in- 
% duced him 10 hope that ſolid operations might 
« be adopted in that quarter.” | ſhall therefore 
take the liberty of ſaying a few words on this 
paſſage, which appears to me very —_ to 
be explained. 

The diſpatches his Lordſhip alludes to, were 
my letters to his Lordſhip of the 2d, th, and 
8th, of March, with a copy of my inſtruc- 
tions to General Phillips. Captain Amherſt, 
of the Sixtieth regiment, having charged him- 
ſelf with thoſe of Lord Cornwallis, and other 
diſpatches for Colonel Balfour, failed from 
New-York on the 2oth of March, in a mer- 
chant ſhip, called the Jupiter. And as Colo- 
nel Balfour acknowledged the receipt of them 
all, in his letter to me of the 7th of April, it 
1s preſumable they were delivered to him on or 
before that day. This letter was brought to 


me 
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me by his Majeſty's ſhip Amphitrite ; which, 
having in her way called at Cape Fear, brought 
me a letter likewiſe from Lord Cornwallis, at 
Wilmington, dated the 1oth of April. It is 


therefore to be lamented, that neither the diſ- 


patches themſelves, nor the ſubſtance of them, 


had been tranſmitted to his Lordſhip by that 


ſhip. The Speedy packet too, which was 
ſent from Charles-town ſoon after the Am- 
phitrite, with letters to , me of the 2oth of 
April, called likewiſe in her way at Cape 
Fear, and brought me letters from his Lord- 


| ſhip of the 22d, 23d, and 24th of April; 


but I am concerned to obſerve, that ſafe oppor- 
tunity of conveying my diſpatches to his Lord- 
ſhip was alſo mifled. Although Lord Corn- 
wallis, in his letter to the American miniſter 
of the 23d April, and in his introduction, 
intimates that the ſubſtance of thoſe diſpatches 
was ſent to him on the 22d April; I ſhould, 
notwithſtanding, ſuppoſe, that what was ſent 
to his Lordſhip as ſuch muſt have been im- 
properly ſtated. . For by having recourſe to 
the diſpatches at large, it will be ſeen, that 
ſo far from inducing his Lordſhip 10 hope that 
lid operation might be adopted in Virginia, 


3 (as 
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(as he intimates the ſubſtance of them did) 
it is preſumed, they would on the contrary 
have convinced him, that I had not even an 
idea of the ſort (which, indeed, his Lordſhip 
might have already judged from my letter of 
6th November) and therefore, inſtead of in- 
fluencing his Lordſhip's move into that pro- 
vince, they might have moſt probably pre- 
vented it. But when the Public have read my 
letters to Lord Cornwallis of the-2d, 5th, and 
8th of March, and my inſtructions to General 
Phillips, they will be competent to judge iu 
what manner they were moſt likely to influ- 
ence his Lordſhip, had he received them, or 
even the ſubſtance of them, before he com- 
menced his march into Virginia, as I think 
his Lordſhip might have perceived by the in- 
firuftions that Generals Phillips and Arnold, 
with part of the Cheſapeak corps, were to 
be drawn back to New-York for a particular 
ſervice, after a certain time; — and by the 
letters, that a conſiderable French armament 
was failed from Rhode- iſland to the Cheſa- 
peak. It is conſequently preſumable, that 
in the firſt inſtance his Lordſhip would not 
have marched into Virginia, 4% he ' ſhould in- 
| terferz 
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terſere with my plans; and that in the other 
he would have been equally cautious of doing 
ſo, ft he ſhould hazard the deſtruftion of his 
own corps, ſhould the troops in Cheſapeak 
happen at the time to be inveſted at Portſ- 
mouth, which from thoſe letters would appear 
very probable to be the caſe. 

I will frankly own that I ever diſapproved 
of an attempt to conquer Virginia before the 
Carolinas were abſolutely reſtored. However, 
when I faw that Lord Cornwallis had forced 
himſelf vpon me in that province, 1 left him 
at liberty to act there as he judged beſt, as 
may appear by my letter to his Lordſhip of 
the 2gth of May, which was the ſirſt I had an 
opportunity of writing to him after my know- 
ledge of his arrival at Peterſburg, or of his 
intentions of coming there. 1 
Although Lord Cornwallis thought proper 
to decline engaging in the plan of operations 
which I had propoſed to him in caſe he had 
none of his own ; I am at a loſs to gueſs what 
may be his motives for ſaying, ** I did not ſeem 
, inclined to take more ſhare in the reſponſibility 
: than barely to recommend it; and indeed I 
. cannot think his Lordſhip was really ſerious 
| . in 
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in ſuggeſting an inſinuation ſo apparently 
groundleſs. For it is manifeſt that my letter 
to General Phillips of the 3oth of April (pub- 
liſhed by Lord Cornwallis) conveys to him 
and General Arnold the moft explicit inſtructions 
for carrying thoſe operations into execution; 
and it can ſcarcely be doubted, that thoſe in- 
ſtructions were equally explicit 10 his Lordſhip, 


the moment the command of that army de- 


volved upon him. Beſides, though it may be 


admitted that I only barely recommended the 
move, in my letters on the ſubje& to his 
Lordſhip (becauſe it had been hitherto uſual 
for me to leave him to his own diſcretion) 
yet I am perſuaded a reference to my correſ- 
pondence (as publiſhed by Lord Cornwallis 
and myſelf) will ſhew that thoſe recommen- 
dations were ſufficiently explicit to fix re- 
ſponſibility upon me, had his Lordfhip adapted 
my plan, and afterwards failed. 

Lord Cornwallis is pleaſed. to fay, © that 
* he informed me he ſhould repair to Wil- 
„ liamſburg, about the time when he ſhould 
“receive my anſwer, in order to be in readi- 
„ neſs to execute my commands; and that he 
* ſhould employ the intermediate ſpace in de- 

« ſtroying 
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« ſtroying ſuch of the encmy's ſtores and ma- 
* gazines as might be within his reach.” — 
The letter which is thus explained was dated 
the 26th of May, at Byrd's, a little more than 
twenty miles from Richmond, which is fifty 
from Williamſburg, and is expreſſed in the 
following words: I ſhall now proceed to diſ- 
lodge La Fayette from Richmond, and with 
my light troops to deſtroy any magazines 
or ſtores in the nezghbourhood, which may 
have been collected either for his uſe or for 


General Greene's army. From thence ] pur- 


* poſe to move to the Neck at Williamſburg, 
* which is repreſented as healthy, and keep 
* myſelf unengaged from operations which 
might interfere with your plan for the cam- 
* paign, until I have the ſatisfaction of hear- 


ing from you. 1 hope I all then have an op- 


* portunity to receive better information than has 
© hitherto been in my power to procure rela- 
« tive to a proper harbour: and place of arms. 
At preſent I amv inclined to think well of 
« Vork. The objections to Portſmouth are, that 
* it cannot be made ſtrong without an army 10 de- 
« fend it, that it is remarkably unhealthy, and can 
give no protection to a fhip of the line.” From 
e a the 
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the foregoing letter I naturally concluded, 
that, as ſoon as his Lordſhip had finiſhed the 
ſervice he was gone on, (which I did not ima- 
gine would have taken up above. fix or ſeven 
days at moſt) he would endeavour to obtain 
information reſpecting à proper harbour and place 
of arms; and having found it, that he was 
actually employed in eſtabliſhing a poſt there. 
For, not having received any letter from his 
Lordſhip between the 26th of May and 3oth 
of June, I was totally ignorant of his having 
changed his deſign, (as deſcribed in his letter 
of the firſt date) and gone acroſs the country ta- 
wards Frederickſpourg, by Hanover Court-houfe ; 
an operation which took his Lordſhip a com- 


plete month before he reached Williamſburg. * 


But had his Lordſhip fortunately explained to 
me his inſtructions in that letter in the ſame 
manner he has now explained his letter, I 
ſhould have ſeen that his Lordſhip had no idea 
of eſtabliſhing a poſt on the Williamſburg 
Neck: and, when I found he had no plan of 
his own, would of courſe have ſent early and 
explicit orders for that purpoſe, either to his 
Lordſhip, or in his abſence to General Leſlie, 
whereby much time might have been ſaved, 
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and the fatal cataſtrophe that followed —at 


leaſt retarded, by his Lordſhip being in a bet- 
ter ſtate of defence than that in which the 
enemy found him. For, though from his 
Lordſhip's letter to me of the 22d of Auguſt®, 
I had every reaſon to ſuppoſe that a proper 
ſurvey of the ground had been taken, and a 
judicious plan fixed on for fortifying it; I 
very much fear that nothing material was 
done until after the arrival of the French fleet 
on the 29th of Auguſt, as the engineer has 


ſince given me to underſtand (when I aſked 


him for his ſurvey) that he did not take one, 
There appears, therefore, to have been a miſ- 
apprehenſion ſomewhere reſpecting this matter, 
as well as the number of intrenching tools; 
which, though computed by his Lordſhip+ to 
be 

* Extract. Letter from Lord Cormoallis to Sir H. Clinton, 

dated York-Town, Auguſt 22, 1781. 

e The engineer has 2 his ſurvey and examination 
© of this place, and has propoſed his plan for fortifying it; 


ec which, appearing judicious, I have approved of, and 
« ꝗirected to be executed.” 


'+ Extratt, — Luter from Lord Cormuallis is Sir H. Clinton 


dated York-Town, Odlober 20, 1781. 
“And our ſtock of intrenching tools, which did net 


t much exceed four hundred, when we began to work in the 
c latter end of Augnſt, was now much diminiſhed.” 
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be only about four hundred when he began to 
work on the York tide, 1 find by his engincer's 
reports, in my poſſeſſion, to have been 992* 
on the 23d of Auguſt, the day on which (it 
is preſumed from the letter before quoted) he 
began to break ground. 

Lord Cornwallis is alſo pleaſed to fay, 
«© Whoever reads the correſpondence will ſee, 
& that fince Sir II. Clinton had declared poſi- 
« tively in his firſt, and in ſeveral ſubſequent 
& diſpatches againſt the plan for reducing 
Virginia, no explicit alternative was left to 
me, between complying with the requiſition 
(contained in his letters of the 11th and 
* 15th of June) of ſuch troops as I could ſpare 
from a healthy defenſive ſtation, or engaging 
„in operations in the Upper Cheſapeak.“ 
But this concluſion does not, I preſume ne- 
ceſſarily follow; for though it is admitted that 
the whole of my correſpondence with the 
American Miniſter and Lord Cornwallis uni- 
formly declare my ſentiments, of the im- 
practicability of reducing Virginia by an ope- 
ration ſolely there, without the good-will and 
aid of the inhabitants, —and of the bad policy 

| | | of 


* Vide the return in the Appendix, 
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of the meaſure from the unhealthineſs of the 
climate; and I was equally uniform in ex- 
prefling to his Lordſhip my wiſhes, that he 
would adopt my ideas of the move to the 
Delaware Neck, &c againſt which there were 
none of thoſe objections, Yet, when I found 
that his Lordſhip was averſe to engage in the 
operations concerted with General Phillips, 
and that he concurred with that officer re- 
ſpecting the propricty of changing the poſt of 
Portſmouth for one more healthy and defen- 
ſible, I gave my conſent to the change pro- 
poſed, and referred his Lordſhip to my cor- 
reſpondence with General Phillips for my 
opinions thereon, His Lordſhip might have 
therefore judged that I expected he would 
immediately carry into execution this part of 
my plan, eſpecially as his Lordſhip might have 
recollected that he told me in the letter before 
quoted, „ That he hoped, when he got to the 
„ Williamſburg Neck, he ſhould have an op- 
% portunity to receive better information than 
* had hitherto bzen in his power to procure, 
relative to a proper harbour and place of 
% arms.” Wherefore, as his Lordſhip was 
left at liberty by my letters of the 11th and 
15th 
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1th of June, to detain all the troops, if he 
had not finiſhed the operations he was engaged 
in: and as his Lordſhip had 2 completed his 
meaſures relative to a proper harbour and place of 
arms, which appears from his letter to have 
been one of the operations he propoſed engaging 
in; it may be fairly concluded that an explicit 
alternative was left him. For the letter of the 
11th of June explicitly recommends to his 
Lordſhip the taking a healthy defenſive flation 
wherever he choſe on the Williamſburg Neck; 
and only calls for what troops he could ſpare 
from its ample defence and other purpoſes 
mentioned, after it was taken. And as his 
Lordſhip had not yet taken that ſtation, the 
troops were without doubt to be detained ;— 
becauſe in that caſe only my letter requeſted 
them to be ſent; but though his Lordſhip 
might poſſibly have underſtood the letter dit- 
ferently at the time, we may at leaſt ſuppoſe 
that, as it referred him to other letters of the 
29th of May and 8th of June, for a further 
explanation of my wiſhes, and theſe letters 
had not then been received by his Lordſhip, 
he had very ſufficient reaſon to ſuſpend at leaſt 
his intention of croſſing James River, until 

4 ; he 
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he either received them or heard again from 
New-York. Lord Cornwallis endeavours to 
invalidate this reaſoning by ſaying, that the 
„choice of a healthy ſtation was controlled 
&« by other material conſiderations, particularly 
the imminent danger of New-York, and the im- 
„portant effects expected from the expedition 
& againſt Philidelphia.“ His Lordihip will, 
however, forgive me if I cannot diſcover 
from whence thoſe confid?rations aroſe ; as my 
letters of the 11th and 15th of June (which 
were the only letters he had *then received) do 
not deſcribe New-York to be in any ſort of 
danger, and his Lordſhip by his anſwer to 
thoſe letters ſeemed of opinion, that the pro- 
ject againſt Philadelphia cas then become inex- 
pedient, I am therefore ſorry to be under the 
neceſlity of repeating, that it is my opinion, 
his Lordſhip totally miſonceived all my orders 
and intentions reſpecting this buſineſs, when 
he judged they warranted his paſſing Fames 
River and retiring to Portſmouth ; — which I 
could not poſſibly fuſpect his Lordſhip would. 
make choice of as a healthy defenſible Ration, 

5 ; after 


nts 5 Vido his Lordſhip's letter of the Zoth of June, 
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after he had juſt told me in his letter of the 
26th of May, that it was remarkably un- 
&« healthy, and (though fortified) required an 
army to defend it.” But our correſpondence 
is now before the public, and they will judge 
whether my orders authorized his Lordſhip to 
do ſo, and whether conſequently fix weeks at 
leaſt were not loſt in ſecuring a place of arms, 
which we both ſeemed to concur in opinion 
was neceſſary. With reſpe& to his Lordſhip's 
ſaying, It will be ſeen by the correſpondence 
« that the Commander-1n-chief's opinion of 
« the indiſpenſible neceſſity of a harbour for 
line of battle ſhips only appears in his letter 
of the 11th of July, after he had been ac- 
5 quainted that the troops intended for the 
„expedition againſt Philadelphia would be 
„ ſoon ready to ſail,” (thereby intimating that 
it was a new idea juſt then ſtarted) I preſume 
it may be eafily made appear from the ſame 
correſpondence, that ſo far from being a new 
idea, the taking a ſtation for large ſhips was one 
of the carlieſt and principal objects recom- 
mended to General Phillips's conſideration and 
enquiry.* And I think it may be inferred, 

| | 0 from 


* Vide inſtructions of the toth of March. 
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from his Lordſhip's objecting to Portſmouth, 
in the letter of the 26th of May, . becauſe it 
could not give protection to a ſhip of the line,” 
that he regarded it as ſuch, and conſequently 
went in ſearch of a naval ſtation as ſtanding in 
that general officer's place, it being apparently 
from that letter one of the principal reaſons 
which induced his Lordſhip to go to the Wil- 
liamſburg Neck. | 
Lord Cornwallis ſays, Hampton-road was 
% recommended by that order; but as it was 
* upon examination found totally unfit for the 
* purpoſe deſired, every perſon can judge whe- . 
& ther the order did not then in its ſpirit become 
% poſitive to occupy York and Glouceſter.” 
enable every perſon therefore to judge whether 
it did or not, I ſhall beg leave to tranſcribe the 
words of the order.“ 1 requeſt that your Lord- 
„ ſhip will without loſs of time examine Old Point 
& Comfort, and fortify it. But if it ſhould be 
“ your Lordſhip's opinion that Old Point 
«© Comfort cannot be held without having poſſeſſion 
& of York, for in this caſe Glouceſter may per- 
60 haps be not ſo material) and that the awhole 
«© cannot be done with leſs than ſeven thouſand 
* men, you are at full liberty to detain all the 
troops 
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4 troops now in Cheſapeak, which I believe 
„ amount to ſomewhat more than that num- 
e ber. Which very liberal conceſſion will, I 
* am perſuaded, convince your Lordſhip of 
e the high eſtimation in which I hold a naval 
& ſtation in Cheſapeak.” If nothing elſe had 
been ſaid to Lord Cornwallis or General Phil- 
lips, u"on the ſubject of a naval ſtation, but 
what 1is order contains; there could not in 
my 1.umble opinion be a doubt, that his Lord- 
ſhip was not at liberty to take any other than 
Old Point Comfort, — except he ſhould be of 
opinion that York was neceſſary to cover it, in 
which caſe he might take York alſo; and as the 
two poſts might probably require more troops 
than were intended to be left in Cheſapeak, his 
Lordſhip was at liberty to detain the whole for 
fortifying and garriſoning them. I dare ſay Lord 
Cornwallis ſaw the order in this point of view; 
but judging that Old Point Coinfort was totally 
unfit for the purpoſe deſired, he had recourſe 
to the inſtructions and letters to General Phil- 
lips in his poſſeſſion, to ſee whether they would 
authoriſe him to reject it, and look out for 
another. And diſcovering that my inſtructions 
to that General officer gave him leave, „in 

e e 2 « caſe 
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& caſe the Admiral diſapproving Portſmouth 
„ ſhould require a fortified ſtation for large 
& ſhips in Cheſapeak, and /howld propoſe York 
4 wn or Old Point Comfort, to take poſleflion 
ce thereof, if poſſeſſion of either could be ac- 
& quired and maintained without great riſk or 
„ hſs;” his Lordthip conceived he ſhould at 
according to the ſpirit of my orders, by taking 
York and Glouceſter. I am however humbly 
of opinion, that admitting the propriety of his 
Lordthip's conſulting other papers beſides the 
order immediately before him, the order (even 
as explained by the inſtructions) did not become 
poſitive to occupy York and Gloucefter. For it does 
not appear that the inſtructions authoriſed either 
General Phillips or his Lordſhip to occupy 
York or Old Point Comfort, unleſs they ſhould 
have been propoſed by the Admiral for a naval 
ation. But the poſt of York and Glouceſter 
never: having been propoſed by the Admiral 
either to his Lordſhip or me for a naval ſtation, 
as Old Point Comfort was, but only barely 
mentioned to his Lordſhip by the Admiral, as 
likely to command one of the principal rivers 
Fit could be ſecured ; and it at laſt appearing by 
* letter of 2oth October, to have been his 

4 Lordſhip 8 
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Lordſhip's opinion that it was capable of being 
; it may be preſumed that his Lordſhip did 
not act conformable to either the ſpirit or letter 
of the order in taking it, — and conſequently 
that his doing /o was entirely of his own motion 
and choice, But, being probably aware of this 
concluſion, his Lordſhip ſays, “ as the harbour 
« was the indifpenfible object, he took York; 
being the only one in Cheſapeak that he knew 
* of.” In which (no doubt) his Lordſhip 
would have been perfectly juſtifiable if the ob- 
jections 10 it were not ſuch as he thought forcible,” 
But it appears from his Lordſhip's letter of the 
2oth of October, that tne objections to that poſt 
were ſuch as he thought forcible. It may there- 
fore be a matter of fome ſurpriſe, that, as his 
Lordſhipthought proper to avail himſelf of the 
latitude of choice he ſuppoſed given him by the 
inſtructions to General Phillips, it did not oc+ 
cur to him that the ſame inſtructions directed 
him to “ decline taking either York or Old Point 
* Comfort, if his objeftions were ſuch as he 
* thought forcible,” And as Lord Cornwallis 
never. ſtated his objections to the poft of York either 
to the Admiral or me, as thoſe inſtructions 
directed him to * if he had any; it may be 
2 
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aſſerted that his Lordſhip alone is anſwerable 
for whatever impropriety there may have been 
in taking the poſt of York and Glouceſter ; as it is 
I preſume, clear from the foregoing reaſoning, 
that, having under the ſanction of the inſtruc- 
tions to General Phillips, declined taking poſ- 
ſeſſion of Olu Point Comfort {which his Lord- 
ſhip was poſitively directed to occupy by 
the order of the 11th of July,) his Lord- 
| ſhip had he /ame authority for declining to take 
Pork or any other naval ſtation, „could they not 
e be acquired and maintained without great riſk 
& or loſs, and fo well and ſo ſoon fortified as to be 
& rendered hors d' inſulte before the enemy could 
& . move a force, &c. againſt them; * which his 
Lordſhip's letter of the 2oth of October inti- 
mates to be his opinion the poſt of York could 
not be from the d. PR: nature 4 the 
: 5 
- Having repreſented to the minifies' for the 
Amit department the danger of opera- 
tions in Cheſapeak without a covering fleet; 
and having been in conſequence promiſed 
war! ſhould haye 1 it; and being told by Admi- 
: | l 
»Vide the inſtructions and ſubſtance of - converſations 


with General Phillips; as quoted by Lord Cornwallis in 
his letter dated July 26, 1781. 


* 
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ral Hood upon his arrival that he had brought 
me a ſufficient one; I gave Lord Cornwallis 
of courle all the hopes I could, and“ certain- 
« Jy promiſed to ſuccour him in perſon, by moving 
&« into Cheſapeak with four thouſand troops,” the 
inſtant the Admiral thould inform me the paſ- 
ſage to him was open, or would undertake to 
convoy me. But as his Lordſhip did not re- 
ceive theſe hopes (ſuch as they are) before the 
16th of September; (for I muſt {till perfiſt in 
declaring that I never gave his Lordſhip aſſu- 
rances of the exertions of the navy before my let- 
ter to him of the 24th of September, which he 
received on the 2gth — as aflerted in his Lord» 
ſhip's letter of the 2oth of October) Surely his 
Lordſhip's hopes of ſuccour muſt have been but 
ſmall between the 29th of Auguſt and that pe- 
riod, when he knew there was an enemy's fleet of 
thirty-ſix ſail of the line blocking him up, and a 
formidable army collecting to inveſt him, „ in an 
« 1ntrenched camp, ſubject in moſt places to 
„ enfilade, and the ground in general diſad- 
% vantageous;“ — without knowing of more 
than ſeven ſail of the line on our fide, and conſe- 
quently having in the intermediate ſpace no 
very great proſpect of relief. 


His 
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His Lordſhip ſays, „ that, as I did not give 
bim the ſmalleſt particle of diſcretionary 
« power different from holding the poſts he 
8e occupied; ; it would not have been Juſtifiable 
„in him, either to abandon by the evacuation 
of York a conſiderably quantity. of artillery, 
* the ſhips of war, tranſports, proviſions, 
„ ſtores, and hoſpitals ; or, by venturing an 
, action without the moſt manifeſt advantage, 
« torun the riſk of precipitating the loſs of 
| 4 them.“ To this, I ſhall only obſerve, that 
it will appear from the correſpondence, that his 
Lordſhip's diſcretionary powers were unlimited 
from the firſt moment of his taking charge of 
a ſeparate command; and it will I believe be 
admitted, that his Lordſhip acted in moſt 
caſes as if he conſidered them as ſuch. And 
though I may not condemn his Lordſhip for 
not attacking the Marquis de la Fayette, before 
his junction with Monfieur St. Simon (when 
he had, as I underſtand, only two thoufand 
regular continental troops); or for not. at- 
tempting to prevent that junction; or for not 
attacking them when joined; and endeavour- 
ing to eſcape with part of his army to the fouth- 
Wark, between the * of Auguſt and the 

roth 
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16th of September; — as ſuch meaſures muſt + 
have altogether depended on his Lordſhip's 
own feelings, of which no man can ſpeak but 
himſelf. Yet it was natural to ſuppoſe, that 
the General officer, who had but a few months 
before (at the riſk of engaging his Commander 
in Chief in operations, for which he could not 
be prepared; and perhaps at the riſk of loſing 
a valuable province under his immediate pro- 
tection) decided upon a move with part of his 
army into Virginia, „for urgent reaſons,” 
being influenced thereto (he ſays) by the ſub- 
ance of a diſpatch, (he heard was coming to 
him,) without waiting to receive it, though 
it might have been expected in a few hours: — 
I ſay, it was natural to ſuppoſe, that the Gene- 
ral officer who had done this, might have 
Judged it equally expedient to decide upon re- 
tiring back again without waiting to receive 
ſpecral diſcretionary powers from his Commander 
in Chief, if he judged there was a great pro- 
bability of his loſing every thing. thould he 
remain. Which, if it was fo, I am bold to 
ſay, was a reaſon far more urgent for his en- 
deavouring to fave part of his army by any 
means in his power, than any his Lordſhip 

f could 
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could ſuppoſe he had for quitting the Carolinas 
at the time he marched into Virginia. 

There remains little more neceflary in reply 
to Lord Cornwallis's introduction, but to ob- 
ſerve, that the army and its followers in Virgi- 
nia had been ſo increaſed in conſequence of his 
Lordſhip's move into that province; that it 
would have been impracticable to withdraw 
them by water (as his Lordſhip is pleaſed to 
ſuggeſt) for want of tranſports, even if the 
American miniſter had not directed me to ſup- 
port his Lorſhip there, and a preſſing contin- 
gency had required it. Andi I muſt take the 
liberty to ſay, that the ſending his Lordſhip's 
corps back to South Carolina by land, would 
have been a moſt abſurd idea for me to adopt 
after the opinions I had given of the riſks it 
run in its former march by that route. 

I ſhall now beg leave to conclude with an 
opinion, which I preſume is deducible from 
the foregoing (I truſt candid) review of cir- 
cumſtances. Which is, that Lord Cornwallis's 
conduct and opinions, if they were not the 
immediate cauſes, may be adjudged to have at 
| traſt contributed to bring on the fatal cataſ- 
1 CORO, trophe 
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trophe which terminated the unfortunate cam- 
paign of 1781, 


H. CLINTON. 


Harley- Street, 
April 3, 1783. 
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Correſpondence with Earl Cornwallis, reſpecting the 
Force left with his Lordſhip, and the Inſtructions 
given him upon his taking the Command of __ 
Gomhern Diſtrict. 


Extract. — From Sir Henry Clinton to Earl Corn» 
wallis, dated Charles-town, May 17, 1780. 


Your Lordſhip has already with you, (in the 
field) two thouſand five hundred and forty two 
rank and file; but, if you have the leaſt reaſon 
to ſuppoſe the enemy likely to be in great num- 
ber, you ſhall be reinforced with the forty-ſecond, 
the light infantry, and any other corps you chooſe. 
As your move is important, it muſt not be tinted. 


—1 will give you all you wiſh of every ſort. — 
: B Let 


2 Correſpondence reſpecting the 


Let me but know what it is as ſoon as poſſible, 
In the mean time, I ſhall order the- light- infantsy 
and forty-ſecond regiment to prepare; depending 
upon it, that as ſoon as you can ſpare them, you 
will return them to me; for all operations to the 
Northward muſt be cramped without them. If 
you chooſe to keep the ſeventeenth dragoons, - 


you are ' heartily welcome to them during this 
move. : 


Copy. — From Earl Cormeallis to Sir Henry Clinton, 
dated Camp at * May 18, 1780. 


S I R, 

LIEUTENANT Colonel Webſter arrived this 
morning, and informed me of the meſſage which 
you ſent by him, relative to reinforcing the corps 
under my command. The ſervice on which I 
am going, 1s undoubtedly of the moſt important 
nature, and in my opinion, without ſome ſucceſs 
in the back country, our ſucceſs at Charles-town 
would but little promote the real intereſts of Great- 
Britain. But at the ſame time it is as neceſſary 
that your ſituation to the Northward ſhould be re- 
ſpectable. It, would be with great regret that I 
ſhould ſee you leave behind any part of that corps 
deſtined for your firſt embarkation. The garriſon, 


— 
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then, of Charles-town and Sullivan's iſland, will 
conſiſt of three Britiſh regiments, — two of them 
very weak, — and two Hscſſian, and one weak Pro- 
vincial, the latter of which, perhaps, will be ſent to 
Fort Moultrie. This garriſon will have the charge 
of two thouſand five hundred priſoners. Tae corps 
at preſent under my command is, in my opinion, 
Fully equal to the purpoſe intended by it, unleſs 
ſome confiderable reinforcement of Continentals 
ſhould come from the Northward. 1 have not 
yet heard that fa& aſcertained, by any intelligence 
which has come to my knowledge. If troops are 
on their march, and not very near, your echbarka- 
tion given out publicly for the Cheſapeak will 
probably ſtop them. JT think, therefore, Sir, if 
you. pleaſe, with proper deference and ſubmiſſion 
to your opinion, that the buſineſs may be ſettled 
in the following manner : If no certain intelligence 
arrives before you are ready to fail, of a conſide- 
rable corps of the Continental troops being far 
advanced, that the dif, xofition ſhould then remain 
the ſame which you mentioned when I had the 
honour of ſeeing you. If ſuch intelligence ſhould | 
arrive before that time, I ſhould then wiſh to be 
Joined by five or fix hundred men, either Britiſh 
or Heſſian, and ſubmit it to your judgment on 
the ſpot, from whence they could be beſt ſupplied, 
I think, at all events, Lieutenant-colonel Balfour's 
expedition ſhould go on immediately, as the ſeaſon 
T2: of 
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. correſpondence reſpedting the 


of the year makes it neceſſary that he ſhould loſe 
no time. The more pains that can be taken to 
eſtabliſh the belief of your going to Virginia, the 
greater will be the probability of ſtopping their 
reinforcement, 


I. am, &c, 


(Signed) CORNWALLIS, 


Extra. — From Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clin- 
ton, dated Camp at Manigalds, May 19, 7” 


SIR, 

1 RECEIVED, very early this morning, the fa» 
vour of your letter by Licutenant-colonel Innes, 
to which the letter I had the honour of ſending ta 
you yeſterday, by Major Danſey, will ſerve as an 
anſwer. I can only add, that I have received no 
intelligence whatever of reinforcements coming ta 
the enemy from the Northward, or of their being 
in force 1 in this province, 


Extract. 


Force left with Earl Cormuallis. $ 


Extract. — From Sir Henry Clinton to Earl Corn- 
wallis, dated Charles-town, May 20, 1780. 


——— THE Tight infantry and forty-ſecond 
regiment march this evening to Gooſe-creek, and 
thence to Monk's-corner, where they will remain 
at your Lordſhip's call, in readineſs either to join 
you, or to return and embark, as ſhall have be- 
come expedient, 


— —  — — — 


Extract. — From Sir Henry Clinton to Earl Corn- 
wallis, dated Charles-town, May 20, 1780. 


EVERY jealouſy has been and will be given * 


on my part, as a blind to our real intentions. 
And now, my Lord, having entered 'into every 
thing that occurs to me as neceſſary to be thought on 
at preſent, I heartily wiſh ſucceſs to your important 
move, I cannot doubt your having it, for as 
much as I agree with you, that ſucceſs at Charles- 
town, unleſs followed in the back country, will be of 
little avail; ſo much, I am perſuaded, that the 
taking that place in the advantageous manner we 
have done it, inſures the reduction of this and the 


next province, if the temper of our friends in 


thoſe diſtricts is ſuch as it has always been repre- 
ſented to us. 


I Extract. 


bo — — ——- ——— — — 


6 Correſpondence reſpecking the 


Extra. — From Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry 
Clinton, dated Camp at Lenews, Eaſt Side of San- 
tee, May 21, 1780. 


THE march of the light infantry and forty- 
ſecond to Monk's-corner will be of uſe to thoſe 
corps, and will help to ſpread alarm through the 
country; but from what I hear, I do not be- 
lieve that there can be any neceſſity for detaining 
any part of the firſt embarkation a moment after 
the ſhips are ready for them, 


Extra&.—Sir Henry Clinton to Earl Cornwallis, 
dated Charles-Town, June 1, 1780. 


WIE ſhall probably leave this in a day or two, — 
I dare not be ſo ſanguine as to ſuppoſe that your 
buſineſs will be compleated in time for us to meet 
before I fail; and as our communication will be- 
come precarious, I think it neceſſary to give your 
Lordſhip outlines. of my intentions, where your 
Lordſhip is likely to bear a part. Your Lordſhip 
knows it was part of my plan to have gone into 
Cheſapeak- bay ; but I am apprehenſive the informa- 
tion which the Admiral and I received, may wake it 
necteſſary for him to aſſemble his fleet ar New-York, 

in 


Force left with Lord Cornwallis. 7 


—in which caſe I ſhall go there likewiſe. When 
your Lordſhip has finiſhed your campaign, you will 
be better able to judge what is neceſſary to be done 
to ſecure South and recover North Carolina. Per- 
haps it may be neceſſary to fend the gallies and ſome 
troops into Cape Fear, to awe the lower counties, 
by far the moſt hoſtile of that province, and to pre- 
vent the conveyance of ſuccours by inland naviga- 
tion, the only communication that will probably re- 
main with the northern parts of North Carolina and 
Virginia, Should your Lordlhip ſo far ſucceed in 
both provinces, as to be ſatisfied they are ſafe from 
any attack during the approaching ſeaſon, after 
leaving a ſufficient force in garriſon, and ſuch other 
poſts as you think neceſſary, and ſuch troaps by way 
of moving corps as you ſhall think ſufficient, added 
to ſuch provincial and militia corps as you ſhall 
judge proper to raiſe z I ſhould wiſh you to aſſiſt in 
operations which will certainly be carried on in the 
Cheſapeak, as ſoon as we are relieved from our ap- 
prehenſion of a ſuperior fleet, and the ſeaſon will ad- 
mit of it in that climate. This may happen, per- 
baps, about September, or, if not, early in October. 
I am clear this ſhould not be atttempted without a 
great naval force; — I am not ſo clear there ſhould 
be a great land force. I therefore propoſe that your 
Lordſhip, with what you can ſpare at the time from 
your important poſt, (which is alzways to be con- 
Sidered as the principal cbject) may meet the Admiral, 


who 
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8 Correſpondence reſpecting the 


who will bring with him ſuch additional force as 1 
can ſpare into the Cheſapeak. I ſhould recommend 
in the firſt place, that one or two armed ſhips, vigi- 
lants, ſhould be prepared, and that as many gallies 
as can go to ſea may likewiſe accompany you from 
hence. Our firſt object will probably be the taking 
poſt at Norfolk or Suffolk, or near the Hampton 
Road, and then proceeding up the Cheſapeak to 
Baltimore. I ſhall not preſume to ſay any thing by 
way of inſtruction to your Lordſhip, except in articles 
where you wiſh it; and if you will do me the honour 


to inform me of your wiſhes by the firſt ſafe oppor- 


tunity, I ſhall pay every attention to them upon that 
ſubject, or any other. The Admiral aſſures me 
that there will be ſhips enough left for convoy, 


ready by the 24th of June. Your Lordſhip will be 
the beſt judge what uſe can be made of them. 


Correſpondence may, and I hope will, be kept up 
by the cruizers, which the Admiral and officer 


ſtationed here will have, but if you find it neceſſary, 


you will be ſo good to preſs or hire armed veſſels. 


Extra. From Inftruftions to Lieutenant-General 


Karl Cornwallis, dated Head-Quarters, Charles- 
torun, June 1, 1780. | 


UPON my departure from hence, you will be 


pleaſed to take command of the troops mentioned in 
the 


Force left with Earl Cornwallis "i 


the incloſed return, and of all other troops now 
here, or that may arrive in my abſence. Your 
Lordſhip will make ſuch change in the poſition of 
them, as you may judge moſt conducive to his 
Majeſty's ſervice, for the defence of this important 
polt, and its dependencies. At the ſame time, it is 
by no means my intention to prevent your acting 
offenſively, in caſe an opportunity ſhould offer, 
conſiſtent with the ſecurity of this place, which is 
always to be regarded as a primary object. | 
All proviſion and military ſtores of any denomi- 
nation now here, or which may hereafter arrive, are 
ſubmitted to your Lordſhip's orders, together with 
every power you may find neceſſary to enforce in 
my abſence, for the promotion of the King's | 
ſervice. | 


— — Am — . 


Extract. From Sir Henry Clinton to Earl Cormwallls, 
dated Romulus, June 8, 1780, 


MY LORD, 

I HAVE the honour to tranſmit to your Lordſhip 
the names of ſeveral inhabitants of the town, who 
ſigned an addreſs, the copy of which Brigadier- 
general Paterſon will ſend you. Incloſed is a copy 
of the anſwer the Admiral propoſed ſending until I 


repreſented | to bim that the ſubſcribers were un- 
© known 
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10 Correſpondence, &c. 


known to us as to their ſeveral characters; that the 
ſuperintendant was not with us to be conſulted; that 
the permitting exportation amounted to opening the 


port, which we were not empowered to do; and that 


I would, reluctantly, at the hour of my departure, 
change, within your Lordſhip's command, the con- 
ditions of ſo many perſons, without knowing their 
merits. I alfo conſidered that property, in the late 
troubles, might have been very unwarrantably ac- 
quired, and that exportation realized it to the pre- 
ſent poſſeſſors. 

In conſequence, the incloſed anſwer was ſubſti- 
tuted, bettering their preſent condition, and opening 
the Froſpect of trade, and the reſtoration of civil 
government. 

To this, my Lord, I have to add, in the Ad- 
miral's and my own name, that you are empowered 
ſtill fart her to indulge men who exhibit proofs of a 
ſincere return to their duty, by admitting them to 


any greater degree of liberty, to the fulleſt enjoy- 


ment of their property, and to the permiſſion, in 
particular caſes, of ſhipping it, when the officer 
commanding the King's ſhips ſhall furniſh convoy; 
all which advantages 1 will ratify either as Com- 


miffoner © or Commander. in- chief: 


PART II. 


P AR Fi. 


CONTAINING. 


Copies and Extracts from Letters, relative to the entire 
Submiſſion of South Carolina, and the progreſſi ve 
Operations propoſed i in Conſequence, for the dien 
of North Carolina. 


Extras. — From Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clin- 
ton, dated Charles-town, June 30, 1780. 


wie y HE ſubmiſſion of General Williamfon at 
Ninety-Six, whoſe capitulation I incloſe with Captain 
Paris's letter ; and the diſperſion of a party of rebels, 
who had aſſembled. at an Iron- work, on the north 
weſt border of the province, by a detachment of 
dragoons and militia, from Lieutenant-colonel 
Turnbull, put an end to all reſiſtance in South Ca- 
rolina, | 


C 2 FROM 


12 Copies and Extracts relative to the 


TROM THE SAME. 


THE force of the enemy in North Carolina con- 
| fiſts of about one hundred militia at Croſs-Creek, 
under General Caiwell ; four or five hundred militia, 
at or near Saliſbury, under General Rutherford; and 
three hundred Virginians in that neighbourhood, 
under one Porterfield. 

returned with information that he ſaw 
two thouſand Maryland and Delaware troops at Hillſ- 
borough under Major- general De Calbe. Other 
accounts correſponded with his. But I have ſince 
heard that the greateſt part of the laſt have returned 
to Virginia. 

After having thus fully ſtated the deten ſituation 
of the two Culolinas, I ſhall now take the liberty 
of giving my opinion, with reſpect to the practica- 
bility and the probadle effect of farther operations in 
this quarter, and my own intentions, if not otherwiſe 
directed by your Excellency. I think, that with the 
force at preſent under my command (except there 
ſhould be a conſiderable foreign interference) I can 
leave South Carolina in ſecurity, and march about 
the beginningof September, with a body of troops, into 
the back part of North Carolina, with the greateſt 
probability of reducing that province to its duty, 
And if this be accompliſhed, I am of opinion, that 
(beſides the advantage of poſſeſſing ſo valuable a pro- 


vince) 
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yince) it would prove an effectual barrier for South 
Carolina and Georgia; and could be kept, with the 
aſſiſlance of our friends there, by as few troops as 
would be wanted on the borders of this province, if 
North Carolina ſhould remain in the hands of our 
enemies. Conſequently, if your Excellency ſhould 
continve to think it expedient to employ part of the 
troops at preſent in this province, in operations in 
the Cheſapeak, there will be as many to ſpare, as if 
we did not poſſeſs North Carolina, If I am not 
honoured , with different directions from your Excel- 
lency before that time, I ſhall take my meaſures 
for beginning the execution of the above plan about 
the latter end of Auguſt, or beginning of September, 
and (hall apply to the officer commanding his Ma- 
zeſty's ſhips for ſome co-operation, by Cape Fear, 
which at preſent would be burthenſome to the navy, 
and not of much importance to the ſervice. 


. Extra@. — From Earl Cornwallis to Sir. Henry Clin- 
een, dated C. arles-town, July, 14, 1780. 


I HAVE the ſatisfadion to aſſure your Excel- 
lency, that e numbers and diſpoſitions of our militia, 
equal my moſt ſanguine expectations. But ſtill IL. 
muſt conſeſs, that their want of ſubordination and 

confi- 


14 - Copies and Extracts relative to the 


confidence in themſelves, will make a conſiderable 
regular force always neceſſary for the defence of the 
province, until North Carolina is perfectly reduced. 
It will be needleſs to attempt to take any conſiderable 
number of the South Carolina militia with us, when 
we advance. They can only be looked upon as light 
troops, and we ſhall find friends enough in the next 
province of the ſame quality; and we muſt not un- 
dertake to ſupply too many uſeleſs mouths, 


0———_—T_w—_——— ..... — . — 


Extract. — From Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clin- 
lion, dated Charles-town, Aug. 6, 1780. 


e 


SIR, 


I RECEIVED by Major . your letters 
of the 14th and 15th of July; and am very glad to 
find by the latter, that you do not place much de- 
pendance on receiving troops from hence. 

My letter of the 14th, by the Halifax, will have 
convinced you of the impoſſibility of weakening 
the force in this province; and every thing which 
has happened, ſince that time, tends more ſtrongly 
to confirm it. ; The general ſtate of things in the 
two provinces of North and South Carolina, is not 
very materially altered ſince my letters of the 14th 
and 15th of laſt month 'were written. Frequent 

4 ſKirmiſhes, 
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ſkirmiſhes, with various ſucceſs, have happened in 
the country between the Catawba- river and Broad- 
river. The militia of the diſtrict about Tiger and 
Ennoree rivers, was formed by us, under a Colonel 
Floyd; Colonel Neale, the rebel colonel, had fled; 
but Lieutenant-colonel Liſle, who had been paroled 
to the iſlands, exchanged, on his arrival in Charles- 
town, his parole for a certificate of his being a good 
ſubje&, returned to the country, and carricd off the 
whole battalion to join General Sumpter, at Cataw- 
ba, We have not, however, on the whole, loſt 
ground in that part of the country. Turnbull was 
attacked at Rocky-mount, by Sumpter, with about 
twelve hundred men, militia and refugees, from this 
province, whom he repulſed with great loſs. We 
had on our part, an officer killed, and one wounded, 
and about ten or twelve men killed and wounded, 
Colonel Turnbull's conduct was very meritorious. 
The affair of Captain Huck turned out of leſs con- 
ſequence than it appeared at firſt; the Captain and 
three men of the legion were killed, and ſeven men 
of the New-York volunteers taken, | 
On the eaſtern part of the province, we have been 
more unfortunate. By this time the reports induſtri- 
ouſly propagated in this provirice, of a large army 
coming from the northward, had very much inti- 
midated our friends, encouraged our enemies, and 
determined the wavering againſt us; to which 
our 


16 Copies and Extracts relative 10 the 


our not advancing and acting offenſively likewiſe con- 

tributed. 55 
The whole country between Pedee and Santée 
has ever ſince been in an abſolute ſtate of re. 
bellion ; every friend of Government has been car- 
ried off, and his plantation deſtroyed z and detach- 
ments of the enemy have appeared on the Santce, 
and threatened our ſtores and convoys on that river. 
1 have not heard that they have as yet made any at- 
tempt on them; and I hope, by this time, the ſteps 
I have taken will ſecure them. This unfortuate bu- 
ſimneſs, if it ſhould have no worſe conſequences, will 
ſhake the confidence of our friends in this province, 
and make our fituation very uneaſy until we can 
advance, The wheat harveſt in North Carolina is 
now over, but the weather is ſtill exceſſively hot, 
and notwithſtanding our utmoſt exertions, a great 
part of the rum, ſalt, clothing, and neceſſaries 
for the ſoldiers, and the arms for the Provincials 
and ammunition for the troops, are not far ad- 
vanced on their way to Camden. However, if no 
material interruption happens, this buſineſs will be 
nearly accompliſhed in a fortnight or three weeks. 
It may be doubted by ſome, whether the invaſion of 
North Carolina may be a prudent meaſure ; but I 
am convinced it is a neceſſary one, and that if we do 
not attack that province, we muſt give up both 
South Carolina and Georgia, and retire within the 
walls of Charles-town. Our aſſurances of attach- 
| ment 
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ment from our poor diſtreſſed friends in North Ca- 
rolina are as ſtrong as ever, and the patience and 
fortitude with which thoſe unhappy people bear 
the moſt oppreſſive and cruel tyranny, that ever Was 
exerciſec over any country, deſerve our greateſt ad- 
miration. The Highlanders have offered to form a 
regiment as ſoon as we enter the country, and 
have defired that Governor Martin may be their 
chief, I have conſented with the rank of Lieutenant- 
eolonel commandant ; the men they aſſure us are 
already engaged. | 
An early diverſion in my favour in Cheſapeak Bay, 
will be of the greateſt ana mot important advantage 
to my operations, I moſt earneſtly hope that the 
admiral will be able to ſpare a convoy for that pur- 
pole. SEL 9 af 
I propoſe taking the following corps with me into 
North Carolina, twenty-third,- thirty-third, ſixty- 
third, ſeventy-firſt, volunteers of Ireland, Hamil- 
ton's, Harriſon's, new-raiſed, legion cavalry, and 
infantry, North Carolina refugees. I intend to leave 
on the frontiers, from Pedce to Waxhaw (to awe the 
diſaffected, who, I am ſorry to ſay, are ſtil] very 
numerous in that country, and to prevent any inſur- 
rection in our rear) the New York volunteers, and 
Brown's corps, and ſome of the militia of the Cam- 
den diſtrict, who are commanded by Colonel Rugely, 
a very active and ſpirited man, I ſhall place Fergu- 
ſon s corps 1 ſome militia of the Ninety. ſix diſtrict, 
> which 


— l - > ws p > — 

bo — — — — —ͤ—ũ——— — — — — — = — — - 2 =_ 3 8 20 — _ _ _ 

- 4 2 — 2 — * — — 
— — . 2 > _ _ — - — —— Fe —ů ——— aeft-* wie A. ow = 
. — — — —— — — — — — — — — 
— Py y 0 2+ / Bets. — a — — = 

* — — — — — — * — * — — * — — > — — 1＋⁊—ͤ 2 — — - _ k 
. — — — — — — — — — a — — — — - — — e—_—_—_ — 


= — 


1 
f 
i 
* 
* 


| 

D 

it * 
\ 

bo 

' 

of 


18 Copies and Extra#fts &c. 


which Colonel Balfour aſſures me are got into very 


| tolerable order, owing to the great aſſiduity of Fer- 


guſon, on the borders of Tryon county, with direc- 
tions for him to advance with a part of them into the 


mountains, and ſecure the left of our march. Lieu- 


tenant-colonel Cruger, who commands at Ninety-ſix, 
will have his own corps, Innes's and the remainder 
of the militia of that diſtrift, to preſerve that fron- 
tier, which requires great attention, and where there 
are many diſſaffected, and many conſtantly in arms. 
Allen's corps, and for a time, the Florida rangers, are 
ſtationed at Auguſta, under the command of Lieu- 


| nant-colonel Allen, 


I have already explained the meaſures I 
had taken for eſtabliſhing a government, and ſecuring 
this country by means of a militia. I have likewiſe 
paid as much attention as poſſible to the civil and 


commercial matters. The principal objects of my 


attention will appear in the five proclamations, which 
I have iſſued, and which I have the WN of in · 
cloſing to your Excellency. 


I have the honour, &e. 


(Signed)  CORNWALLIS. 


PAT III. 


. III. 


CONTAINING 
r rx 


FROM THE 


Correſpondence with Earl Cornwallis, reſpecting the 
Events which occurred between the Battle of Camden 
and Major Ferguſon's Defeat. 


Extract. — From Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry 
Clinton, dated Camden, Auguſt 23, 1780. 


1 HAVE not yet heard any accounts from North 
Carolina; but I hope that our friends will immedi- 
ately take arms, as J have directed them to do. The 
diverſion in the Cheſapeak will be of the utmoſt im- 
portance. The troops here have gained reputation, 
but they have loſt numbers; and there can be no 
doubt but the enemy will uſe every effort to repel an 
attack, which, if ſucceſsful, muſt end in their loſing 
all the Southern Colonies. 

I have likewiſe to obſerve, that if a general ex- 
change ſhould take place, the enemy's priſoners 
ſhould, in my opinion, be delivered at the ſame place 


as ours are fent to, 
D 2 | It 


20 Extradts reſpecting the Events which occurred 


It is difficult to form a plan of operations, which 
mult depend ſo much on circumſtances. * But it at 
preſent appears to me that I ſhould endeavour to get 
as ſoon as poſſible to Hillſborough, and there aſſem- 
ble and try to arrange the friends who are inclined to 
arm in our favour; and endeavour to form a very 
large magazine for the winter, of flour and meal 
from the country; and of rum, ſalt, &c. from 
Croſs-creek, which I underſtand to be about eighty 
miles carriage. But all this will depend on the ope- 
rations which your Excellency may think proper to 
purſue in the Cheſapeak, which appears to me next 
to the ſecurity of New-York, to be one of the moſt 
important objects of the war. I can only repeat what 
I have often had the honour of ſaying to you, that 
wherever you may think my preſence can be moſt 
conducive to the good of his-Majeſty's ſervice, chi 
ther I am at all times ready and willing to go. 


Extract. From Earl Cornwallis to Lord George 
Germain, dated Camden, Auguſt 20, 1780. 


IN the diſtrict of ninety-ſix, by far the moſt po- 
pelous and powerful of the province, Licutenant- 
colonel Balfour by his great attention and diligence, 
and by the active affiſtance of Major Ferguſon, who 
was appointed Inſpector-· general of militia of this 
province by Sir Henry Clinton, had formed ſeven 
battalions of militia, conſiſting of above four thou- 


fand men, and entirely compoſcd of perſons well- 
affected 


previous to Major Ferguſon's Defeat. 21 


affected to the Britiſh Government; which were ſa 
regulated that taey could with eaſe furniſh fiftetn 
hundred men at a ſhort notice, for the defence of the 
frontier, or any other home ſervice. But I muſt take 
this opportunity of obſerving, that this militia can 
be of little uſe for diſtant operations, as they will 
not ſtir without a horſe, and on that account your 
Lordſhip will eafily conceive the impoſſibility of 
keeping a number of them together without deſtroy- 
ing the country. 
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Extract. — From Earl Cornwallis to Lord George 
Germain, dated Camden, Auguſt 21, 1780. 


ON the morning of the 15th I diſpatched proper 
people into North-Catolina, with directions to our 
friends there to take arms and aſſemble immediately; 
and to ſeize the moſt violent people and all military 
ſtores and magazines belonging to the rebels, and to 
intercept all ſtragglers from the routed army. And 
J have promiſed to march without loſs of time to 
their ſupport. Some neceſſary ſupplies for the army 
are now on their way from Charles- town; and I Hope 
that their arrival will enable me to move in a few days. 


— — 
Extract. — From Karl Cornwallis to Sir Henry 
Clinton, dated Camden, Auguſt 29, 1780. 
I HOPE to be able to move my firſt diviſion in 


eight or nine days into North Carolina by Charlotte- 
I town 
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town and Saliſbury ; the ſecond will follow in about 
ten days after, with convaleſcents and ſtores. I ſhall 
leave the New York volunteers and Innes's corps to 
take care of this place until the ſick and ſtores can be 
removed. Our ſickneſs at preſent is rather at a ſtand, 
the recoveries nearly keeping pace with the falling 
down. I dread the convaleſcents not being able to 
march; but it is very tempting to try it, as a move 
of forty or fifry miles would put us into a much bet- 
ter climate. 
Ferguſon is to move into Tryon County with ſome 

militia, waom he ſays he is ſure he can depend upon for 
_ doing their duty and fighting well; but I am ſorry to 
ſay that his oren experience as well as that of every other 
officer is againſt bim. 

I moſt ſincerely hope that nothing can happen to 
prevent your Excellency's intended diverſion in the 
Cheſapeak. If unfortunately any unforeſeen cauſe 
ſhould make it impoſſible, I ſhould hope that you 
will fee the abſolute neceſſity of adding ſome force 
to the Carolinas, 


; ' — — | , : 


Extract. — From Sir Henry Clinton ta Earl Cornwallis, 
dated Nero. Z ork, September 20, 1780, 


I HA VE always thought operation in the Che- 
fapeak of the greateſt importance, and have often 
mentioned to Admiral Arbuthnot the neceſſity of ma- 
bing a diverſion in your Lordſhip's favour in that 

quarter 
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quarter; but have not been able till now to obtain 
a convoy for this purpoſe. 

' Your Lordſhip will receive incloſed a ſketch of the 
inſtructions I intend to give to Major-general Leſlie, 
who will command the expedition ; which will give 
a general idea of the defign of the move, But if 
your Lordſhip ſhould wiſh any particular co-opera- 
tion from that armament, General Leſlie will of 
. courſe conſider himſelf under your Lordſhip's orders, 
and pay every obedience thereto, 

I have the honour to incloſe the copy of a letter 
I wrote to Lord George Germain, and of his Lord- 
ſhip's anſwer, reſpecting the option Lord Rawdon 
had made in favour of his provincial rank. And I 
am happy in having it in my power to communicate 


to his Lordſhip the King's pleaſure that he ſhould | 


ſtill retain his rank of Lieutenant-colonel in the line, 


which I beg leave to take this opportunity of —_ 
through your Lordſhip. | 


INCLOSURES. 


Copy. — Sir Henry Clinton to Lord George Germain, 
dated Charles-Town, June 3, 1780. 


AY LORD, 


LORD Rawdon, in conſequence of his Ma- 
jeſty's order ſignified to me by your Lordſhip, has 
reſigned his commiſſion of Lieutenant-colonel in the 
army, and made choice of that of ColoneF of Pro- 
vincias de | 


In 
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In juſtice to his Lordſhip, as well as to the King's 
ſervice, I muſt obſerve that the expences Lord Raw- 
don has been at, and the diſtinguiſhed zeal he has 
ſhewn-in forming the corps under his command, 
render him worthy of much commendation, and 
make the alternative put to him a very mortifying 
one; whilſt on the other hand, the volunteers of 
Ireland, bereft of a chief of his Lordſhip's rank in 


| life, and attention to the ſervice, would probably 


have loſt much in their ſtrength and diſcipline. | 
Perhaps his Majeſty may be graciouſly pleaſed to 


| conſider his Lordſhip in the light of an officer, who, 


for the good of his ſervice and the preſervation of a 


| ſerviceable corps, to which he felt a kind of parental 


attachment, has offered to relinquiſh rank eſſential to 
his future hopes as a ſoldier ; and may, in conſe- 


quence, reſtore to him his brever of Licutcnant- 


colonel in the army. 


1 have the honour, &c. 


„ ne 


Extrakt. — From Lord C. Germain to Sir 2 Clinton, 
dated Whitehall, July 5, 1780. 

' You will find by my ſeparate letter of yeſterday, 
that i it is not his Majeſty's intention to confine you to 


ſo ſtrict an obſervance of the general rule of no 
officers being permitted to hold commiſſions in a 


regular and provincial corps at the fame time, as to 


prevent 
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prevent you from deviating from it in extraordinary 
caſes; and that your having done ſo in favour of 
Majors Simcoe and Tarleton, was approved by his 
Majeſty, I alſo informed you, that the general 
rule was not meant to affect the brevet rank of offi- 
cers. It is therefore a great concern to me to find 
Lord Rawdon had reſign:d his rank of Lieutenant- 
colonel in the army, when he made his option of 
Colonel of the Provincials. The King is fully ſen- 
ſible of his Lordſhip's merit, and of the great ad- 
vantage which the corps under his command has de- 
rived from his Lordſhip's attention to it; and is 
well pleaſed his Lordſhip has choſen to continue at 
the head of it. Burt his Majeſty commands me to 
ſignify to you his royal pleaſure, that you do imme- 
diately acquaint his Lordſhip, that he ſtill retains 
his rank of Lieutenant - colonel in the army. 


InflruTions to the Hon. Major-general Leſlie, dated 
Head-Quarters, New-Tork, October 10, 1780. 
II | | 

YOU will be pleaſed to proceed with the troops em- 
barked under your command to Cheſapeak Bay; and 
upon your arrival at that place, you will purſue ſuch 
meaſures as you ſhall judge moſt likely to anſwer the 
purpoſe of this expedition ; the principal object of 
which is to make a diverſion in favour of Lieutenant- 
general Earl Cornwallis, who by the time you ar- 
rive there will probably be acting in the back parts 
of North Carolina, The information you ſhall pro- 

; D* | cure 
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cure on the ſpot after your arrival at your deſtined 
port, will point out to you the propereſt method of 
accompliſhing this. But from that which I have 
received here, I ſhould judge it beſt to proceed up 
James River as high as poſſible, in order to ſeize or 
deſtroy. any magazines the enemy may have at 
Peterſburg, Richmond, or any of the places adja- 
cent; and finally, to eftabliſh a poſt on Elizabeth 
River. But this, as well as the direction of every 
other operation, is ſubmitted to Earl Cornwallis, 
with whom you are as ſoon as poſſible to com- 
municate, and afterwards to follow all ſuch orders 
and directions you ſhall from time to time receive 
from his Lordſhip. 

| H. CLIN T ON, 


Extr act, — Sir Henry Clinton to Earl Chris, dated 
New-York, November 6, 1780. 


YOUR Lordſhip can judge of the ſtrength ot 
this part of the army, by that under your own! or- 
ders; and will agree with me that it is ſcarcely 
poſſible for me to detach a greater force from it, or 
of our being able to make ſuch efforts in Cheſapeak 
Bay, as are now almoſt become neceſſary, How- 
ever, when I know your Lordſhip's ſucceſs in North 
Carolina, and your determination reſpecting a poſt 
on Elizabeth River, I will then conſider what ad- 
ditional force I can ſpare. If your Lordſhip de- 
termines to withdraw that poſt, I ſhall in that caſe 


think your preſent force, * General Leſlie 85 
quite ſufficient. 


By 
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By the copy of inſtructions laſt ſent, and thoſe 
now forwarded to General Leflie, your Lordſhip 
will perceive I mean that you ſhould take the com- 
mand of the whole. If my wiſhes are fulfilled, 
they are, that you may eſtabliſh a poſt at Hillſborough, 
feed it from Croſs Creek, and be able to keep that of 
Portſmouth. A few troops will do it, and catry on 
deſultory expeditions in Cheſapeak, till more ſolid 
operations can take place; — of which ] fear there is 
no proſpe&, without we are conſiderably reinforced. 
The moment I know your Lordſhip's determination 
to keep a poſt at Portſmouth, I will, as I faid be- 
fore, conſider what additional force ]-can ſpare. Once 
aſſured of our remaining ſuperior at ſea, I might poſſibly 
ſend two thouſand more for this winter's operations. 

Operations in Cheſapeak are but of two forts. 
Solid operation with a fighting army, to call forth 
our friends and ſupport them; or a poſt, ſuch as 
Portſmouth, carrying on deſultory expeditions ; 


ſtopping up in a great meaſure the Cheſapeak; and 


by commanding James River, prevent the enemy 
from forming any conſiderable depots upon it, or 
moving in any force to the ſouthward of it. Such, 


my Lord, are the advantages I expect from a ſta- 


tion at Portſmouch; and I wiſh it may appear to 
you in the ſame light. 


Second Inſtructions to the Hon. Major-general Leflie, 
Gated Ne- ork, November 2, 1780. 


8 1 R, 


HAVING already put you under the orders of 


Lord 
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Lord Cornwallis, who muſt of courſe be the beſt 
judge of operations to the ſquthward, it may be 
needleſs to ſay any thing more. But leſt you ſhould 
not receive any orders from his Lordſhip, or ob- 
tain certain intelligence relative to. him; or have 
reaſon to ſuppoſe. you can better aſſiſt his opera- 
tions by a diverſion made nearer him; I think it 
neceſſary to give you ſome hints reſpecting Cape 
Fear River, and how far the acting upon that river 
may operate. Should Lord Cornwallis have paſſed 
the Yadkin, and be advanced towards Hillſborough, 
I think you cannot act any where ſo well as on James 
River, approaching ſometimes towards the Roanoke, 
but not paſſing that river without orders from Lord 
Cornwallis. If you have every reaſon to believe 
that his Lordſhip meets with oppoſition at, his 
paſſage of the Yadkin, I think a move on Cape 
Fear River will operate effectually. I have had 
much converſation with General O* Hara on this ſub- 
jet. I have given him every information reſpect. 
ing that move; and I truſt after conſulting him you 
will. act in the beſt manner, ꝓoſſible to fulfill the 
object of all your inſtructions — 4 diverſion in fa- 
waur of Lord Cornwallis. That you way. be the 
better judge of his plan, I ſend, you copies of ſuch 
of his letters, which give any hints: towards it. 

You will of courſe cavtiouſly avoid inrolling any 
of the militia of Princeſs Anne or, elſewhere, with- 
out jou determine to eſtabliſh a Soft, ' Thoſe, however, 
wao voluntarily join you mult be taken care of. 

H. C LINTO N. 
Ext ad. 
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Extra®. — From Farl Cornwallis 10 Sir Henry Clinton, 
dated Camp at Waxbaw, September 22, 1780. 


IF nothing material happens to obſtru& my plan 
of operations, I mean, as ſoon as Lieutenant - colo- 
nel Tarleton can be removed, to proceed with the 
twenty-third, thirty-third, volunteers of Ireland, 
and Legion, to Charlotte- town, and leave the ſeventy- 
firſt here until the ſick can be brought on to us. I 
then mean to make ſome redoubts and eſtabliſh a 
fixed poſt at that place, and give the command of it 
to Major Wimys, whoſe regiment is fo totally demo- 
liſhed by ſickneſs, that it will not be fit for actual 
ſervice for ſome months. To that place I ſhall bring 
up all the ſick from Camden, who have any chanee 
of being ſerviceable before Chriſtmas, and truſt to 
opportunities for their joining the army. 

The poſt at Charlotte-trown will be a great ſecurity 
to all this frontier of South-Carolina, which, even 
if we were poſſeſſed of the greateſt part of North- 
Carolina, would be liable to be infeſted by parties, 
who have retired with their effects over the moun- 
tains, and mean to take every opportunity of carry- 
ing on a predatory war, and it will, I hope, prevent 
inſurrections in this country, which is very diſaffected. 
I then think of moving on my principal force to Sa- 
liſbury, which will open this country ſufficiently for 
us to ſee what aſſiſtance we may really expect from 
our friends in North-Carolina; and will give us a 
. E free 
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free communication with the Highlanders, on whom 
my greateſt Tn is placed, 


— 


Extract. — From Earl Cornwallis to Lord George Cer- 
main, dated Camp at Waxhaw, September 19, 1780. 


MY LORD, 


I HAD the honour to inform your Lordſhip in 
my letter of the 21ſt of Auguſt, that I had diſpatch- 
ed proper people into North-Carolina to exhort our 
friends in that province to take arms, to ſeize mili- 
tary ſtores, and magazines of the enemy, and to in- 
tercept all ſtragglers of the routed army. ; 

Some parties of our friends, who had embodied 
themfelves near the Pedee, diſarmed ſeveral of the 
enemy's ſtragglers. But the leading perſons of the 
Loyaliſts were ſo undecided in their councils, that 
they loſt the critical time of availing themſelves of 
our ſucceſs ; and even ſuffered General Gates to paſs 
to Hillſborough with a guard of fix men only. They 
continue however to give me the ſtrongeſt aſſurances 
of ſupport, when his Majeſty's troops ſhall have pe- 
nettated into the interior parts of the province. The 
patience and fortitude with which they endure the 
moſt cruel torments, and ſuffer the moſt violent op- 
preſſions that a country ever laboured under, convince 


me that they are ſincere, at leaſt as far as their affec- 


tion, to the cauſe of Great-Britain, 
| PART 
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Correſpondence with Earl Cornwallis, &c. from Major 
| Ferguſon's Misfortune. to his Lordſhip's ſecond Move 
into North Carolina, 


— www 


Extract. — From Major-general Leſlie to Sir Henry 
Clinton, dated Portſmouth, Nov, To 1 258 eight at 
Nigbt. 


SIR, 


Tais inſtant Lieutenant Gratton, of the fins 
fourth, is arrived expreſs from Charles-town, in his 
Majeſty's ſhip Iris, with a letter from Lord Rawdon, 
Lord Cornwallis being a little indiſpoſed. 
I incloſe your Excellency a copy ef the contents. 
I called on Commodore Gay ton, and Brigadier-gene- 
ral Howard, for their opinion how we ſhould act. 
We all agree to go to Cape Fear as ſoon as poſſible. 
Very ſorry it is neceſſary; but my orders from your 
E 2 Excel- 
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Excellency is to co-operate and act with his Lord. 
ſhip to the utmoſt of my power. 


Copy. — From Lord Rawdon to Major-general Liſlie, 
dated Camp, near the Indian Lands, Weſt of Cattaw- 
ba river, South Carolina, Oct. 24, 1780. 


SIR, | 
LORD Cornwallis not being ſufficiently recover. 
ed from a ſevere fever which lately attacked him to 
be able to write to you, his Lordſhip has deſired 
that I ſhould have the honour of communicating 
with you upon the ſubject of the preſent ſervice, 
The Commander in Chief has tranſmitted to Lord 
Cornwallis a copy of the inſtructions under which 


you are to act. At the time when Peterſburgh was 


ſuggeſted as an adviſeable point for a diverſion, which 
might co-operate with our intended efforts for-the 
reduction of North Carolina, it was imagined that 
the tranquillity of South Carolina was aſſured; and 
the repeated aſſurances which were ſent to us by the 
Loyalifts in North Carolina, gave us reaſon to hope, 
that their number and their zeal would not only fa- 
cilitate the reſtoration of his Majeſty's government 
in that province, but might alſo ſupply a force for 
more extenſive operations. Events | unfortunately 
Rave not anſwered to theſe flattering promiſes. The 
57 1 i appear 
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appearance of General Gates's army unveiled to us 2 
fund of diſaffection in this province, of which ve 
could have formed no idea ; and even the diſperſion 
of that force did not extinguiſh the ferment which 
the hope of its ſupport had raiſed, This hour the 
majority of the inhabitants of that tract between the 
Pedce and the Santee are in arms againſt us; and 
when we laſt heard from Charles-town, they were in 
poſſeſſion of George-town, from which they ag diſ- 
lodged our militia.” 

Ix was hoped that the riſing w bich Was padde of 
our friends in North Carolina might awe that diſtri 
into quiet; therefore, after giving them a little chaſ- 
tiſement, by making the ſeventh regiment take that 
route in its way to the army, Lord Cornwallis ad- 
vanced to Charlotteburg. 

Major Ferguſon, with about eight hundred * 
collected from the neighbourhood of Ninety-ſix, had 
previouſly marched into Tryon county to protect our 
friends, who were ſuppoſed to be numerous there; 
and it was intended, that he ſhould croſs the Cattaw- 
ba river, and endeavour to preſerve tranquillity in the 
rear of the army. A numerous army now appeared 
on the frontiers, drawn from Nolachucki, and other 
fettlements beyond the mountains, whoſe very names 
had been unknown to us. A body ot theſe, joined 
by the inhabitants of the ceded lands in Georgia, 
made n ſudden and violent attack upon Auguſta. 
0 * was gallant)y defended. by Lieutenant- colo- 


nel 
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nel Brown, till he was relieved. by the activity of 
Lieutenant- colonel Cruger: but Major Ferguſon, by 
endeavouring to intercept the enemy in their retreat, 
unfortunately gave time for freſh bodies of men to 
paſs the mountains, and to unite into a corps far ſu- 
perior to that which he commanded, They came 
up with him, and after a ſharp action entirely de- 
feated him. Ferguſon was killed, and all his py 
either ſlain or taken. 

By the enemy's having ſecured all the paſſes on 
the Cattawba, Lord Cornwallis (who was waiting at 
Charlotteburg for a convoy of ſtores) received but 
eonfuſed accounts of the affair for ſome time: but at 
length the truth reached him; and the delay, equal- 
ly with the precautions the enemy had taken to keep 
their victory from his knowledge, gave Lord Earns 
wallis great reaſon to fear for the ſafety. of Ninety-fix. 
To ſecure that diſtrict was indiſpenſible for the ſecu- 
rity of the reſt of the province; and Lord Cornwallis 
ſaw no means of effecting it, but by paſſing the Cat- 
tawba river with his army; for it was ſo be 
by ſickneſs, that it would not bear detachment. 
After much fatigue on the march, 0 5 

violent rains, we paſſed the river three days ago. 
We then received the firſt intelligence, reſpecting the 
different poſts in this province, which had reached 
us for near three weeks; every expreſs from Cam- 
den having been way laid, and ſome of them murder- 
ed by the inhabitants. — Ninety- ſix is ſafe: the corps 
1 | which 
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which defeated Ferguſon having, in conſequence of 
our movement, eroſſed the Cattawba, and joined 
Smallwood on the Yadkin, 
In our preſent poſition we have received the firſt 
intimation of the expedition under your command. 
From the circumſtances which I have detailed, we 
fear that we are too far aſunder to render your co- 
operation very effectual. No force has preſented it- 
ſelf to us, whole operation could have been thought 
ſerious againſt this army : but then we have little 
hopes of bringing the affair to the iſſue of an action. 
The enemy are moſtly mounted militia, not to be 
overtaken by our infantry, nor to be ſafely purſued in 
this ſtrong country by our cavalry. Our fear 1s, that 
inſtead of meeting us, they would {lip by us into this 
province, were we to proceed far from it, and might 
again ſtimulate the diſaffected to ſerious inſurrection. 
This apprehenſion you will judge, Sir, muit greatly 
circumicribe. our efforts. Indeed, Lord Cornwallis 
cannot hope that he ſhall be able to undertake any 
thing upon ſuch a ſcale, as either to aid you, or to 
benefit from you in our preſent ſituation, The Com- 
mander in Chief has ſignified to Lord Cornwallis, 
that his; Lordſhip is at liberty to give you any direc- 
tion for farther co-operation which may appear to 
him- expedient. But his Excellency has complied 
{o- very fully and completely with Lord Cornwallis's 
requeſt, by ſending ſo powerful a force to make a 
diverſion in the Cheſapeak, that his Lordſhip fears 
| | he 
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he ſhould require too much, were he to draw you 
into the immediate ſervice of this diſtrict. His Lotd- 
ſhip is likewiſe delicate on this point, becauſe he 
does not know how far, by drawing you from the 
Chefapeak, he might interfere with any other pur- 
poſes to which the Commander in Chief may have 
deſtined your troops. Under theſe circumſtances, 
Lord Cornwallis thinks himſelf obliged to leave you 
at liberty to purſue whatever meaſures may appear 
to your judgment beſt for his Majeſty's ſervice, and 
moſt conſonant with the wiſhes of the Commandet in 
Chief. No time is ſpecified to Lord Cornwallis as 
the limitation of your ſtay to the ſouthward. Should 
your knowledge of Sir Henry Clinton's deſires prompt 
you to make a trial upon North Carolina, Cape Fear 
river appears to us to be the only part where yout.. 
efforts are at preſent likely to be effectual. A de- 
arming the friends of enen as well as; of o 
_ operating with this army. 1 
This, therefore, would naturally * mia to 
which Lord Cornwallis would bring you, did he con- 
ceive himſelf at liberty ſo abſolutely to diſpoſe of 
you. It muſt be remarked, however, that · there are 
two difficulties in this plan; the firſt is, that the 
country from Cape Fear to Croſs- creek (the High» 
land ſettlement) produces ſo little, it would be re- 
quiſite in penetrating through it to earry your provi - 
| fions with you 3 the ſecond i is that no veſſel larger 
than 
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than a frigate can paſs the bar of Cape Fear harbour, 
Whatever you decide, Lord Cornwallis deſires ear- 
neſtly to hear from you as ſoon as poſſible. 

Tis uncertain yet what ſteps this army (if left to 
itſelf) muſt purſue; but it will be ready at leaſt to 
act vigorouſly in aid to any plan which you may un- 
dertake. Lord Cornwallis begs that you will inform 
the Commander in Chief of our circumſtances, and 

that you will have the goodneſs to mention how high- 
ly ſcuſible his Lordſhip is to the very effectual man- 
ner in which his Excelleney has endeavoured to eaſe 
the operations of his army. The meaſure muſt have 
been attended with the moſt ſavourable conſequences, 
had not accidents, which no foreſight could expect, 
ſo greatly altered the complexion of our affairs in this 
province. | 

Lord Cornwallis deſires me to add how much 
ſatisfaction he ſhould feel in having your aſſiſtance 
upon this ſervice, dd it promiſe more favourably 
for you. But ſhould the intentions of the Com- 
mander in Chief have left you at liberty to make 
the attempt at Cape Fear, the ſucceſs which would 
probably attend that eſſential ſervice would be 
doubly pleaſing to Lord Cornwallis, from the op- 
purtunity it would moſt likely give him of congra- 
tulating you in perſon. Allow me to add my hopes 
that the courſe of the ſervice would put it in my 
prey to aſſure you, perſonally, how much 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) RAWDO N. 


5 Cepy 
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Copy. — From Sir Henry Clinton, to Major- Genera! 
Leſlie, dated New-York, November 12, al 


SIR, 


I I have this morning received your diſpatches, and 
by that dated the 7th inſtant, I obſerve your inten- 
tion of quitting the Cheſapeak ; and at the requiſi- 
tion of Earl Cornwallis, made to you in a letter 
'written by Lord Rawdon, that you propoſe 5 going 
to Cape Fear River with the force under your com- 
mand. I entirely approve of your having obeyed 
Earl Cornwallis's directions and defire on this ſub- 
jet, which I hope will be attended with every f. fa- 
vourable advantage. 

It is not neceſſary for me to enter upon i the mat 
ter of your operations in the Cheſapeak, as they 
will now ceaſe. 


3 . tf 


I have the honour, &c, FEES FER 


(Signed) HH. CLINTON. 


- 


Extract. — From Major-General Leſlie to Sir Henry 
Clinton, on board the Romulus, ena * 
Road, November 19, 1780. 72251 


n % 
— 


© THE people in general ſeem ſorry at our leaving 
this diftrict, and 1 would have been happy 
00 have remained quiet at home. It is a plentiful 
i | country 
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country all round our poſts; from my firſt hearing 
of Fergulon's fate, I inwardly ſuſpected what came 
to paſs ; therefore I never iſſued any proclamation 
of my own, nor did I encourage the people to take 
arms. Many blamed me for it, but now they think 
I ated right. | 

I left the works entire, and I ſtill hope that you 
will be able to take up this ground ; for it certainly: 
is the key to the wealth of Virginia and Maryland. 
It is to be lamented we are ſo weak in ſhips of war, 
for there is a fleet of ſixty fail expected hourly from 
the Weſt Indies, beſides the valuable ſhips or 
craft ready to fail from the Cheſapeak. 


Copy. — From Lord Rawdon to Sir Henry Clinton, 
camp between Broad River and the Cotembe, dated 
. - October 29, 1780. 


SIR, 


LORD Cornwallis having been ſo reduced by a 
ſevere fever, as to be ſtill unable to write, he has 
deſired that I ſhould have the honour of addreſſing 
your Excellency in regard to our preſent ſituation. 
But few days have paſt ſince Lord Carnwallis re- 
ceived your Excellency's diſpatch of the 20th of 
September. In conſequence of it, his Lordſhip 
directed that I ſhould immediately ſend a letter to 
meet Major. General Leſlie in the Cheſapeak ; 
| F 2 giving 
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giving him the fulleſt information reſpecting dur 
proſpects, and the preſent temper of the country, 
I have the honour to incloſe a copy of that letter. 
Something remains to be ſaid in adtition to it, of a 
nature * Earl Cornwallis judged inexpedient to 
unveil, excepting to your Excellency. | 
For ſome time after the arrival of his Majeſty's 
troops at Camden, repeated. meſſages were ſent to head 
quarters, by the friends of government in North Ca- 
rolina, expreſſing their impatience to riſe and join 
the King's ſtandard. The impoſſibility of ſubſiſting 
that additional force at Camden, and the accounts 
which they themſelves gave of the diſtreſſing ſcarcity 
of proviſions in North Carolina, obliged Lord Corn- 
wallis to entreat them to remain quiet, till the new 
crop might enable us to join them. In the mean 
time General Gates's 'army advanced, We were 
greatly ſurpriſed, and no leſs grieved, that no infor- 
mation whatever of its movements was conveyet to 
us by perſons ſo deeply intereſted in the event-as the 
North Carolina Loyaliſts. Upon the 16th of Au- 
guſt that army was ſo entirely diſperſed, that it was 
clear no number of them could for a conſiderable time 
be collected. Orders were therefore diſpatched to 
dar friends, ſtating chat the hour, which they had ſo 
long preſſed, was arrived; and exhorting them to 
ſtand forth immediately, and prevent the re- union of 

kh ſcattered enemy. Inſtant ſupport was in that cafe 
en n, In the, fullcft- confidence that this 
event 
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event was to take place, Lord Cornwallis ventured to 
preſs your Excellency for co-operation in the Cheſa- 
peak, hoping that the aſſiſtance of the North Caro- 
linians might eventually furniſh a force for yet far- 
ther efforts. Not a ſingle man, however, attempted 
to improve the favourable moment, or obeyed that 
ſunimons for which they had before been fo i impa- 
tient. It was hoped that our approach might get 
the better of their timidity ; yet during a long period, 
whilſt we were waiting at Charlotteburgh for our 
ſtores and convaleſcents, they did not even furniſh us 
with the leaſt information reſpecting the force col- 
lecting againſt us. In ſhort, Sir, we may have a 
powerful body of friends in North Carolina, — and 
indeed we have cauſe to be convinced, that many of 
the inhabitants wiſh well to his Majeſty's arms ; bur 
they have not given evidence enough either of their 
number or their activity, /o juſtify the flake of this 
province, for the uncertain advantages that might at- 
tend immediate junction with them, There is reaſon, 
to believe that ſuch muſt have been the riſk. 
Whilſt this army lay at Charlotteburgh, George- 
Town was taken from the militia by the rebels; and 
the whole country to the caſt of the Santce, gave 
ſuch proofs of general defection, that even the militia 
of the High Hills could not be prevailed upon to 
join à party of troops who were ſent to protect our 
boats upon the river. The defeat of: Major-Fergw- 
_y; —_ ſo diſpirited this part of the country; ant 
inde<d 
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indeed the loyal ſubjects were ſo wearied by the long 
continuance of the campaign, that Lieutenant- 
colonel Cruger, (commanding. at Ninety»ftx) ſent 
information to Earl Cornwallis, that the whole 
diſtrict had determined to ſubmit as ſoon as the 
rebels ſhould enter it. From theſe circumſtances, 
from the conſideration that delay does not extinguiſh 
our hopes in North Carolina; and from the long fa- 
tigue of the troops, which made it ſeriouſly -requi- 
ſite to give ſome refreſhment do the army; Earl 
. Cornwallis has reſolved to remain for the preſent 
in a poſition which may ſecure the frontiers without 
ſeparating his force. In this ſituation we ſhall be al- 
ways ready for movement, whenſoever opportunity 
ſhall recommend it, or circumſtances require it. 
But the firſt care muſt be to put Camden and 
Ninety-ſix into a better ſtate of defence, and to 
furniſh them with ample ſtores and ſalt proviſions, 
Ear! Cornwallis foreſees all the difficulties of a de- 
fenſive war. Yet his Lordſhip thinks they cannot be 
weighed againſt the dangers which muſt have attended 
an olſtinate adherence to his former plan. I am in- 
ſteucted by Earl Cornwallis to expreſs, in the ſtrongeſt 
terms, his Lordſhip's feelings, with regard to the 
very eſſectual meaſures which your Excellency had 
taken to forward his operations. His Lordſhip 
hopes that his fears of abuſing your Excellency” $ 
goodneſs in that particular, may not hape led him 
49, neglect making ule of a force intended by your 
wein! 4 Erxcellency 
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Ecellency to be employed by him. But as his 
Lordſhip knew not how far your Excellency might 
aim at other objects in the Cheſapeak (to which 
point his Lordſhip's entreaty for co-operation was 
originally confined) he could not think of afluming 
the power to order Major- general Leſlie to Cape 
Fear river; though he pointed out the utility of the 
meaſure, in caſe it ſhould be conceived within the 
extent of your Excellency's purpoſe. 

Lord Cornwallis farther deſires me to ſay he feels 
infinitely. obliged by the very flattering teſtimonies 
of approbation with which your Excellency has 
been pleaſed to honour his ſucceſs on the 16th of 
Auguſt. He has ſignified your Excellency's thanks 
to the officers and men, who received them with 
grateful acknowledgement. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) RAWDON. 


Extract. — From Lord Rawdon to Sir "i Clinton, 
dated Camp between Broad River, and the Catawba, 
South Carolina, October 31, 1780. 


SIR; 


BY Lord Cornwallis's directions, I had the 
n hed writing to your Excellency on the 29th 
| Inſtant, 
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Inſtant, detailing to your Excellency the eircum- 
-ftances which had obliged Lord Cornwallis to re- 
linquiſh the attempt of penetrating to Hillſborough ; 


and. incloſing the copy of a letter which his Lord- 


ſhip: made me write to Major- general * on chat 
occaſion. | 

On farther conſideration his Lordſbip tage on 
the difficulties of a defenſive war, and of the hopes 
which your Excellency would probably build of our 
ſuoceſs in this quarter, has thought it adviſable not 
only to recommend more ftrongly to Major: general 
Leſlic, a plan which may enable us to take an active 
part; but even to make it his requeſt in caſe it ſhould 
not be incompatible with your Excellency's farther 
arrangements. Pu By 

Lord Cornwallis 1s 3 twat to invite 
Major-general Leſlie to co-operation in the Cape 
Fear river, by the ſuppoſition that your Excellency 
may not want theſe troops during the winter: and 
they may join your Excellency in the ſpring, ſcarcely 
later than, ſhould they on the approach of that ſeaſon 
fail from any part of Cheſapeak 88 8 
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Extract. — From Earl Cornwallis to Major general 
Leſlie, dated Camp at Winneſborough, between Broad 
River and Wateree, November 12, 1780. 


IF you come to Cape Fear, of which at preſent, 

I have little doubt, by the help of gallies and ſmall | 
craft, which will be ſent from Charles-town, you 
will eafily ſecure a water conveyance for your 
ſtores up to Croſs Creek. I will on hearing of your 
arrival in Cape Fear river, inſtantly march with eve- 
ry thing that can be ſafely ſpared from this Province, 
which I am ſorry to ſay is moſt exceedingly diſaffec- 
ted, to join you at Croſs Creex. We will then 
give dur friends in North Carolina, a fair trial. If 
they behave like men it may be of the gteateſt ad- 
vantage to the affairs of Britain. If they are as 
as our friends to the ſouthward, we muſt 

leave them to their fate, au ſeewre that wwe have 


got 


Extract. — From Lientenant-colonel Balfour, without 
date, to Major-general Leſlie. 


My Dear GENERAL, 

I WROTE you a few days ago by the Expreſs 
ſloop, and have only to repeat, that the ſafety of 
this province note is concerned in your getting as faſt 

| G a3 
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as poſſible near us. = Gates is advancing as 
we are ; told, to this province, and already near it. 


: bo — n * * : 4 - * 3 8 = 


"Copy. = From Sir Henry Clinton, K. B: to Earl 
 Cormeallis, dated New m—_ December 13, 1780. 


MY LORD, 
I AM honoured with your Lordſhip! s letters of 
the zd and 22d of September, by the Thames, 
which arrived here the 12th ultimo. And on the 
5th inſtant I received by the Beaumont, thoſe from 
Lord Rawdon; and Colonel Balfour, to General 
Leſlie. Incloſed I ſend your Lordſhip a return of 
the force that embarked with him. 
It was all 1 could ſpare; and I thought it fully 
adequate to the ſerviees required, My firſt inſtruc- 
tions to General Leſlie put that corps entirely ſub- 
ject to your Lordfhip's orders. | 

I did not, I confeſs, howevef ſuppoſe it would 
move to Cape Fear; but having afterwards too good 
Treaſon to dread Ferguſon's fate, I in a ſecond inftruc- 
tion recommended that meaſure, as the only ſalutary 
one under the circumſtances I apprehended Fergu- 
ſon's defeat would place your Lordſhip. By a letter 
of Colonel Balfour's to General Leflie (without date) 
are theſe Expreſſions I have only to repeat that 
the ſafety of this provinee u is concerned in your 

getting 
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getting as faſt as poſſible * us,” I ſhould bg ſorry 
to underſtand by this that the province is really in 
danger, Wiſhing however to give your Lordihip's | 
operations in North Carolina, every aſſiſtance in my 
power, though I can ill ſpare it, I have ſent another 
expedition into the Cheſapeak, under the orders of 
Brigadier-general Arnold, Licutenant-colonels Dun- 
das, and Simcge, The force by land is not equal 
to that which ſailed with General Leſlie ; but I am 
not without hopes it will operate moſt gffentially in 
favour of your Lordſhip; either by ſtriking at 
Gates's depot at Peterſburg, which I have ſtill reaſon 
to think is confiderahle ; qr figally by taking poſt 
at Portſmouth, which I have ever conſidered as ve- 
ry important, for reaſons moſt obvious. If we take 
poſt there, fortify, and aſſemble the inhabitants; it 
ought not afterwards to be quitted ; and therefore I 
cannot ſuppoſe your Lordſhip will wiſh to alter the 

diſpoſition of this corps, without abſolute neceſſity. 
On the contrary I flatter myſelf, that ſhould your 
ſucceſs be ſuch as your Lordſhip will, I hope, now 
have reaſon to expect, that you will xcinforce that 
corps, and enable it to act offenfively, When that 
is your intention, I am to requeſt that the following 
corps may in their turn he conſidered fer that ſer, 
vice, viz, The troop of ſeventeenth dragoons, the 
yagers, the detatchment of the ſeventeenth foot, 
and the provincial light infantry, &c. I necd not 
tell your Lordſhip that theſe detatehments have left 
+04 me 
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me very bare indeed of troops; nor that Waſhingtoit 
ſtill continues very ſtrong (at leaſt 12000 men) that 
he has not detatched a ſingle man as yet to the ſouth- 
ward, except Lee's cavalry (about two hundred and 
fifty). I need not tell you alſo that there are fix thou- 
ſand French already at Rhode Iſland — but I muſt 
acquaint your Lordſhip that fix complete regiments | 
more are expected, under convoy of a number of 
capital ſhips. But whatever may have been the in- 
tention of the French in ſending a reinforcement to 
this country. I think the ſeaſon is now too far ad- 
vanced to expect the laſt; and was I not clearly of 
that opinion I ſhould ſcarcely dare detatch as I do. 
As I have always ſaid, I think your Lordſhip 8 
movement to the ſouthward moſt important, and as 
Jever have done, ſo I will now give them all the 
aſſiſtance I can. It remains to be proved whether 
we have friends in North Carolina — I am fure we 
had three years ago — That experiment now will ze 
fairly tried; if it ſucceeds, and we hold the entrance 
of the Cheſapeak — I think the rebels will ſcarcely 
inn another attempt upon choſe Provinces, 


Copy. 
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Copy. — From Earl Cornwallis to Sir Hour, y Clin 
ton, dated Camp at TN 0255 Decayber 4 3 
1780. 


SIR, | 

1 AM honoured with your hn af he * 
and 6th of laſt month. Lord Rawdon, during 
my illneſs, informed your Excellency, in his let- 
ters of the 28th and 3iſt of October, of the va- 
rious cauſes which prevented my penetrating intd 
North Carolina, I ſhall not trouble you with a 
recapitulation, except a few words about poor 
Major Ferguſon. I had the honour to inform 
your. Excellency that Major Ferguſon had taken 
infinite pains with ſome of the militia of Ninety- 
ſix. He obtained my permiſſion to make an in- 
curſion into Tryon county, while the ſickneſs of 
my army prevented my moving. As he had 
only militia and the ſmall remains of his own 
corps, without baggage or artillery, and as he 
promiſed to come back if he heard of any ſu- 
perior force, I thought he could do no harm, 
and might help to keep alive the ſpirit of our- 
friends in North Carolina, which might be damped 
by the ſlowneſs of our motions. The event proved 
unfortunate, without any fault of Major Fergu- 
ſon's. A numerous and unexpected enemy came 
from the mountains. As they had good horſes, 
their 


z 
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their movements were rapid, Major Ferguſon wag 
tempted to ſtay near the mountains longer than 
he inteh(ed, in hopes of cutting off Colonel Clarke 
on his return from Georgia, He was not aware 
that the enemy was ſo near him; and, in endea- 
vourirg to execute my orders of paſſing the Ca- 
tawha, and joining me at Charlotte-town, he was 
attacked by a very ſuperigr farce, and totally 
fdefcated on King's:mountain, 

Wynneſborough, my preſent paſjtian, is an 
healthy ſpot, well ſituated ta protect the greateſt 
part of the Narthern frontier, and to affiſt Cam- 
den and Nipety-fixz The militia of the latter, 
on which alane we could place the ſmalleſt de- 
pendence, was ſq tatally diſpirited by the defeas 

ef Ferguſon, that of the whele diſtrict we could 
with difficulty aſſemble ane hundred; and even 
thoſe, I am convinced, would not have made 
the ſmalleſt reſiſtance if they had been attacked 
I determined to remain at this place until an an- 
ſwer arrived from General Leſlie, on which my 
plan for the winter was to depend ; and ta uſe 
every poſſible means of putting the province inta 
A ſtate of defence, which I found ta be abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, whether my campaign was offen- 
five or defenſive. Pad as the ſtate of our affairs 
was on the Northern frontier, the Eaſtern part 
was much worſe. Colonel Tynes, who commande d 
the militia af the high hills of Santce „ and Who 

* Was 
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was . poſted on Black-river, was ſurprized and 
taken, and his men loſt all their arms. Colonel 
Marion had fo wrought on the minds of the peo« 
ple, partly by the terror of his threats and eru- 
elty of his puniſhments ; and partly by the pro- 
miſe of plunder, that there was ſcarcely an inha- 
bitant between the Santee and Pedee, that was 
not in arms againſt us. Some parties had even 
croſſed the Santee, and carried terror to the gates 
of Charles-town, My firſt object was to reinſtate 
matters in that quarter, without which Camden 
could receive no ſupplies. I therefore ſent Tarle- 
ton, who purſued Marion for ſeveral days, obliged 
his corps to take to the ſwamps, and by con- 
vincing the inhabitants that there was a power 
| ſuperior to Marion, who could likewiſe reward 
and puniſh, ſo far checked the inſurrection, that 
the greateſt part of them have not dared to ap- 
pear in arms againſt us ſince his expedition; 
—— As it will be neceſſary to drive back 
the enemies army, and at the ſame time to main- 
tain a ſuperiority on both our flanks; and as 1 
thought the co-operation of General Leſlie, even 
at the diſtance of Cape-Fear river, would be at- 
tended with many difficulties, I have ſeat eruizers 
off the Frying-pan to bring him into Charles- 
| town, and I hourly expect his arrival. 
After every thing that has happened, I will 
not preſume to make your Excellency any fan 
t guine 
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guine promiſess The force you have ſent me is 
greater than ] expected, and full as much as I think 
you could poſſibly ppare, unleſs the enemy detached 
in force ta the Southward: The utmoſt exertion 
of my abilities ſhall be uſed to * them to 
the beſt advantage. 

Whenever our operations commence, your Ex 
cellency may depend on hearing from me as fre- 
quently as poſſible; and it is from events along 
that any future plan can be propoſed. 


Extract. From Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry 
Clinton, dated Wynneſvorough, Dec. 22, 1780, 


8 I R, | 
I HAVE the honour t to inform your W , 


that Major-general Leſlie arrived with his whole 
fleet at Charles-town on the 14th of this month, 
with no other loſs than the dragoen horſes, and a 
great part of thoſe for the Quaxter-maſter-general. 
The ſpecies of troops which eompoſe the rein- 
forcement are, excluſive of the Guards and regi- 
ment of Boſe, exceedingly bad.“ I do not mean, 

by 


* When his Lordſhip made this remark, he had not 
ſeen the troops. He muſt have, therefore, formed his 
opinion om the report of others. But in juſtice to 


the corps who are ſpoken ſo ſlightiogly of, it is ne- 
cellary 
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by repreſenting this to your Excellency, to inſinu- 
ate, that you have not ſent every aſſiſtance to me 
which you could with prudence and ſafety ſpare 
from New-York. From the account which your 
Excellency does me the honour to ſend me, of 
the ſituation and ſtrength of General Waſhington's 
army, and the French force at Rhode-Iſland, I am 
convinced that you have done ſo. But I think it 
but juſtice to the troops ſerving in this diſtrict 
to ſtate the fact, leſt the ſervices performed by 
the Southern army ſhould appear inadequate to 
what might be expected from the numbers of 
which it may appear to conſiſt, The fleet from 
New-York, with the recruits, arrived a few days 
before General Leſlie. ———— 


ceſſary to obſerve, that they have all bebaved in ſuch 
a manner as to merit the applauſes of the officers com- 
manding them, and one of them (Fannings) has ob- 


tained a Britiſh eſtabliſhment, 


H PART 
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CONTAINING 


LET RR AC TIS 


FROM THE 


Correſpondence z between his Lordſhip's ſecond Move 


into North Carolina, and his Arrival at Wilmington. 
— vc www 
Extract. From Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry 
Clinton, dated Wynneſvorough, Jan. 6, 1781. 
SIR, 53 


I AM juſt honoured with your letter of the 
13th ult. I have written ſeveral letters in the 
courſe of laſt month, to give your Excellency an 
account of the ſtate of the provinces of South Ca- 


rolina and Georgia, and of the military tranſac- 


tions. I fear they are all ſtill at Charles-town, as 
no opportunity has offered of tranſmitting them 
to New-York. The preſent addition to the naval 

| force 
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force in this quarter, will, I hope, enable me; or, 
if I am too diſtant, Lieutenant-colonel Balfour, to 
tranſmit reports more frequently. 

The difficulties I have had to ſtruggle with, have 
not been occaſioned by the oppoſite army. They 
always keep at a conſiderable diſtance, and diſappear 
on our approach. 

But the conſtant incurſions of Refugees, North 
Carolinians, and Back-Mountain-men, and the per- 
petual riſings in the different parts of this province; 
the invariable ſucceſſes of all theſe parties againſt 
our militia, keep the whole country in continual 
alarm, and renders the aſſiſtance of regular troops 
every where neceſſary. Your Excellency will judge 
of this by the diſpoſition of the troops, which J 
have the honour to encloſe to you. 

I ſhall begin my march to-morrow, (having 
been delayed a few days by a diverſion made by the 
enemy towards Ninety-fix) and propoſe keeping on 
the Weſt of Catawba for a conſiderable diſtance. 
IT ſhall then proceed to paſs that river, and the 
Yadkin. Events alone can decide the future ſteps. 
I ſhall take every opportunity of communicating 
with Brigadier-gencral Arnold. 


H 2 Exirat. 
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Extract. — From Major-general 1 <p to Sir Henry 
Clinton, dated Camden, Jan. 8 , 1781. 


SIR, 


I ARRIVED here ſome days ago, with the 
Guards, the regiment of Boſe, and Yagers ; I went 
to Wynneſborough to ſee Earl Cornwallis. He 
moves to-day, and I march to-morrow with the 
above troops and North-Carolina regiment. I 
meet his Lordſhip about ſeventy miles from hence. 
The troops are exceeding healthy, and the wea- 
ther has been very favourable. 


Copy. — From Sir Henry Clinton to Farl Corn- 
Wallis, dated New-York, March 2, 5, and 8, 
1781. | 


{Sent by Captain Pons; in the Jupiter Merchant Ship.] 


March 2d. 
MV LORD, | 
YOUR Lordſhip may probably hear, that- hs 
army and navy in the Chefapeak are blocked up 
by a ſuperior French naval force to that under 
Captain Symonds, The firſt account I had of it 


I 3 was 
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was from General Arnold, dated February. 14, 
and I ſent it immediately to the Admiral at Gar- 
diner's-bay. A day or two afterwards I. had it 
confirmed, that they were part of the fleet from 
Rhode-iſland, which I have heard fince failed from 
thence on the gth ult, Notwithſtanding which I 
greatly fear he has not ſent a naval force to relieve 
them. Waſhington has detached ſome New-En- 
gland troops under La Fayette and Howe that 
Way, 


March 5th, 


IF fo much time is given, I cannot anſwer 
for conſequences. Portſmouth is ſafe at this ſea- 
ſon againſt any attack from the Suffolk fide, but 
not ſo from a landing in any of the bays to the 
Southward of Elizabeth-river. 

T have much to lament that the Admiral aid 
not think it adviſable to ſend there at firſt, as 
Brigadier-general Arnold's move in favour of your 
Lordſhip's operations will have been ſtopped. /— 
And if the Admiral delays it too long, I ſhall 
dread ſtill more fatal conſequences. 

I have troops already embarked in a great pro- 
portion to that of the enemy, but to ſend them 
under two frigates only, before the Cheſapeak is 
our own, is to ſacrifice the _ and their 


convoy. 
1 encloſe 
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I encloſe your Lordſhip all the news 1 have 
been able to collect. —— has, I think, 
quitted Congreſs, and put them at defiance. — 
Your Lordſhip will ſee his plan by the newſpa- 
per of the 28th of February, ſaid to be genuine. 
Diſcontent runs high in Connecticut. In ſhort, 
my Lord, there ſeems little wanting to give a mor- 
tal ſtab to rebellion but a proper reinforcement and 
a ſuperiority at fea for the next campaign ; with- 
out which, any enterprize depending on water 
movements muſt certainly run great riſk. Should 
the troops already embarked for the Cheſapeak 
proceed, and, when there, be able to undertake 
any operation in addition to what Brigadier-ge- 
neral Arnold propoſes, I am confident it will be 
done. Major-general Phillips will command this 
expedition. 

Till Colonel Bruce arrives, IJ am uncertain what 
reinforcements are intended for this army. The 
miniſter has, however, aſſured me, that every poſ- 
fible exertion will be made. 

I fhall ' tremble for our poſt at Portſmouth, 
ſhould the enemy's reinforcement arrive in that 
neighbourhood before the force, which I zoo flat- 
ter myſelf the Admiral will order 2 ſufficient 
convoy for, arrives, | 


March 
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March Sth. 


I HAVE received a letter from General Ar- 
nold, dated the 25th ult. wherein he tells me, 
that the French left him on the 19th. 

And in another letter, of the 27th, he fays, 
he has not the leaſt doubt of defending his poſt 
againſt the force of the country and two thou- 
ſand French troops, until a reinfarcement can 
arrive from New-York. And that he propoſed to 
ſend five hundred men, under Colonel Dundas, 
up James-river, to make a div erſion in favour of 
your Lordſhip. 

The Admiral informs me of the return of 
the French ſhips to Rhode-iſland, and of 
their having taken the Romulus, and carried 
her into that place. But as the Admiral, in his 
letter of the 4th, ſeems to think, that the whole, 
or at leaſt a great part of the French fleet failed 
for the Cheſapeak on the 27th ult, and that he 
was at that time ready to fail, I flatter myſelf he is 
either gone there, or has ſent a ſufficient force to 
clear the Cheſapeak. The troops under General 
Phillips have been embarked for ſome time, and are 
now at the Hook waiting for the Admiral, or a 
meſſage from him. General Phillips commands, 
and I am ſure you know his inclinations are to 

| | CO-Operate 
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co-operate with your Lordſhip; and you will 
therefore be pleaſed to take him under your or- 
ders, until you hear farther from me. 


'T have the honour, &c. 


(Signed) H. CLINTON, 
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Extract. — From Brigadier- general Arnold to Sir Henry 
Clinton, K. B. dated Portſmouth, January 23, 1781. 


T HE line of works begun, which are neceſſary for 
the defence of this place, your Excellency will ob- 
ſerve (by the plan incloſed) are very extenſive, and 
from the ſituation of it, cannot be contracted. The 
engineer's opinion of them, and the number of men 
neceſſary for their defence, againſt a ſuperior force, I 
do myſelf the honour to incloſe. Lieutenant-colonels 
Dundas and Simcoe, are clearly of opinion with me, 


that three thouſand men are neceſſary for their de- 


fence, We have all been greatly deceived in the ex- 
tent and nature of the cround. There are many 


places in the river much eaſier defended with half the 


number of men. From the ſketch of the place your 
Excellency will judge whether our opinion is well 
founded or not. 

This province and North Carolina, are collecting 
the militia, undoubtedly with a view to pay us a viſit. 
Their numbers, from the beſt information I can ob- 
tain, are four thouſand or five thouſand. At preſent 
I can hardly imagine they will attack this poſt, 
though the works are of no manner of ſervice to us; 
and all our force cannot complete them in three 
months : I therefore think it my duty to requeſt a 
reinforcement of at leaſt two thouſand men, which 
would render the poſt permanent and. ſecure againſt 

| I any 
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any force the country could bring, as detachments 
could always be made (leaving the garriſon ſecure) to 
diſperſe the militia, whenever it was found they were 
collecting; and the advantages of tranſportation, 
which we may derive from light boats (of which I 
propoſe to build fifty) would enable us to move with 
double the celerity, that the militia could do with 
every exertion, i | 

The country people have not come in, in num- 
bers, as I expected; the neceſſity of General Leſlie's 
removing from this place, after their being aſſured of 
his intention to remain here, has impreſſed them with 
the idea that we ſhall do the ſame ; which is not eaſily 
effaced, as they have many of them ſuffered ſeverely 
fince his departure. I have not with certainty been 
informed where he is at preſent — Reports, which 
are contradiQtory, ſay at Cape Fear; others that he 
is at Charles-town; and fome ſay at neither. I know 
not what opinion to form; neither have I heard from 
Lord Cornwallis, but by reports, which ſay he is at 
or near Camden — No opportunity has yet preſented 
of writing to either of theſe gentlemen — but I am 
of opinion our diverſion at Richmond will operate 
much in his favour, as I am informed the militia and 
light-horſe, ſent to reinforce the rebel grmy, under 
Greene, have been ordered to return. 


Extract. 
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Extraft, — From Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. to General 


Earl Cornwallis, dated New York, February 5, 
1781. 


MY LORD, 


I HAVE the honour to incloſe to your Lord- 
ſhip the copy of a letter 1 have lately received from 
Brigadier-general Arnold, by which you will perceive 
that with ſcarcely one thouſand men (for ſeveral of 
his tranſports, that had been ſeparated on the voyage, 
had not then rejoined him) he penetrated to Rich- 
mond, the capital of Virginia, and has rendered im- 
portant ſervice, by deſtroying a valuable foundry, a 
confiderable quantity of public ſtores, cannon, &c. 
&c. Indeed the whole of his operations upon the 
occaſion appear to have been conducted in a manner 
which ſtrongly marks his character of a very active 
and good officer — and I ſincerely hope, that this 
important ſtroke will eſſentially aid your Lordſhip's 
operations. 


I 2 | Extras. 
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Extraf?, — From Sir Il. Clinton, X. B. to Lieutenant- 
colonel Balfour, ſent by Captain Amberſt, in the Ju- 
piter merchant ſhip, dated New York, March 9, 

9704. | 


SIR, 

I WAS favoured with your letters, dated the 2 ch 
and ziſt January, and 2d and 5th February, by the 
Halifax ſloop of war, on the 16th ultimo. 

Captain Amherſt of the fixtieth regiment, who is 
ſo obliging to charge himſelf with my diſpatches for 
Lord Cornwallis, will deliver them to your care. 


—— D —— —— 


Extract. — From Brigadier- general Arnold to Sir H. 
Clinton, K. B. dated Portſmouth, February 13, 1701. 


NO time has been loſt in repairing the old, and 
erecting new works here, in which the negroes have 
been very ſerviceable, but none are yet complete, 
Repairing barracks, foraging, and patrolling with 
large parties, have engroſſrd the time of a great part 
of the troops. One hundred men are poſted at the 
great bridge, 

Lieutenant-colonel Simcoe, with near four hundred 
men, are in Princeſs Anne county; fcouring the coun- 
ty of ſeveral parties, and arranging matters with the 
country people, 

23 50 The 
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The enemy are at Suffolk, with two thouſand five 
hundred, or three thouſand men ; they threaten an 
attack upon us, but I cannot ſuppole them capable 
of ſo much temerity. We are prepared for them at 
all points, and I believe nothing will induce them to 
atrack us, but the hope of ſucceeding in a ſurpriſe, 
and deſpair of keeping their tattered force together, 
through want of proviſions, and the neceſſity of their 
ploughing their lands, to prevent a famine the enſuing: 
year, 8 


—3— — ..... —— ——Ü—ÿ — 


Extract. — From Brigadier general Arnold to Sir 
H. Clinton, K. B. dated Portſmouth, February 25, 
1781. 


AFTER my diſpatches were cloſed (which were 
intended to go by the General Monk) three French 
ſhips, one a ſixty- four, the other two frigates, arrived 
from Rhode Ifland, and anchored in Lynhaven Bay. 


On the 14th inſtant they arrived in Hampton road, 


and remained there until the 19th, when they left 
the Capes, and are ſaid to be now cruizing to the 

ſouthward of them. | 
Before the arrival of the French ſhips, the enemy's 
force did not exceed two thouſand five hundred men, 
at Suffolk and in the vicinity, which was greatly 
2 augmented 
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augmented ſoon after their arrival. On the 18th they 
came down in force, near our lines, and ſurpriſed a 
piquet of ſix men; but ſoon retired. Lieutenant- 
colonel Simcoe with four hundred men being in Prin- 
ceſs Anne county, I did not think it prudent to leave 
our works to attack them. 

I have very good intelligence that the rebels at 
Suffolk have been informed by expreſs from General 
Greene, that on the 1$thor 18th inſtant, my Lord 
Cornwallis croſſed the Dan river, ſixty miles above 
Halifax, and one hundred and twelve from Peterſ- 
burgh, with one thouſand cavalry and four thouſand 
Infantry, and was on the march for Peterſburgh. 
Generals Greene and Morgan, with three thouſand 
or four thouſand men, chiefly militia, were retiring 
before him; in conſequence of which a conſiderable 
part of their troops, have been detached to join 
General Greene, I have not been able to aſcertain 
the number of troops remaining at Suffolk and in the 
- vicinity ; I expect to do it in a day or two, in which 
time every poſſible effort ſhall be made to complete 
our works in ſuch a manner, that a conſiderable 
detachment may be made to proceed up the James 
river, with ſome ſhips to co-operate with Lord Corn- 
wallis; and if he ſhould have reached the river, to 
furniſn him with ſuch ſupplies of proviſions, &c. as 
ve can ſpare, and his troops be moſt in need of. 


Exlrack. 
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Extract. — From Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. to Briga- 
dier-general Arnold, dated New York, n 
18, 1781. 


APPEARANCES at Rhode Iſland give me 
reaſon to ſuppoſe that the ſhips ſeen laſt Wedneſ- 
day were the avant garde from that place. 
Should they pay you a viſit from Rhode Iſland, you 
may reſt aſſured every attention will be paid to your 
ſituation, and that our movements will be regulated 
by theirs, 

I am afraid Tarleton's affair is too true; but I 
have reaſon notwithſtanding to believe Lord Corn- 
wallis is far advanced in Carolina, 


 — ... 


Extract. — From Brigadier- general Arnold to Sir H. 
Clinton, K. B. dated Portſmouth, February 27, 1781. 


I HAVE not the leaſt doubt that every poſſible 
attention will be paid to our ſituation. We are un- 
der no apprehenſions at preſent from the force of the 
country; and if the French ſhould detach from Rhode 


INand to this place, I have not the leaſt doubt of 


defending it againſt the force of the country and two 


thouſand French troops, until a reinforcement can 


arrive from New York, 
To- 
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To-morrow ] intend embarking ſome ſtores, and 
the next day about five hundred troops ander the 
orders of Lieutenant- colonel Dundas, to proceed up 
the James river, to make a diverſion in favour of 
my Lord- Cornwallis. 


* 
. : „ - f 


Copy. — Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. to Brigadier-general 
Arnold, dated New York, March 1, 1781. 


S I R, 


+1: SUPPOSEE of 1 5 that the admiral, who 
knew your ſituation on the 21ſt, and heard at the ſame 
time, that the fixty-four and two frigates were from 
Rhode Iſland, has detached to your relief; — leſt he 
ſhould not, I have repeatedly pretied him to do it 
ſince. 

. The French fleet has not yet failed from Rhode 
Inand; if it does, encumbered with troops, the ad- 
miral will of courſe follow without incumbrance; and, 
when be has fixed them, it will be time enough to ſend 
troops. In caſe. a fleet ſhould appear under F rench 
colours, do not be alarmed, as I ſhall adviſe the ad- 
miral to ſeud i in that manner, to deceive the enemy. 

There is information of from twelve to fourteen 
hundred troops being at Brunſwick the 27th of Feb- 
ruary, on. their way to the ſouthward. Theſe it is 


our buſineſs to watch, 
| The 
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The troops which are all ready embarked, are de- 
tained till I receive certain advice that the French 
ſnips are removed from the Cheſapeak, there _ 
nothing here but frigates to convoy them. 

I have received a letter this day from the ala 


dated the 4th: he has given me no poſſitive informa- 


tion of the movements of the French ; he will ſend a 


ſhip to obſerve their ſituation in Rhode Iſland, and 


will proceed aceordingly. Should he call here, the 
troops will in all probability ſail with him; if he does 
not, I ſhall ſend them as ſoon as I know the way to 
the Cheſapeak is clear. 


Extract. From Inſtructions to Major-general Phillips, 
dated New York, March 10, 1781. 


SIR, 

OU will be pleaſed to proceed with the troops 
embarked under your command, to Cheſapeak Bay; 
and there form a junction as ſoon as poſſible with 
brigadier- general Arnold, whom, and the corps with 
him, you will take under your orders. 

When you ſhall have formed your junction with 
Brigadier general Arhold, if you find that General 
acting under the orders of Earl Cornwallis, you will 


of courſe endeayour to fulfil thoſe orders. If this 
e Mould 


— 
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ſhould not be the caſe; after receiving every iofor- 
mation reſpecting his probable ſituation; you will 
make ſuch movements with the corps (ber under 
your orders), as can be made conſiſtent with the ſe- 
curity of the poſt on Elizabeth river, or you ſhall 
think will moſt effectually aſſiſt his Lordſhip's opera- 
tions; by deſtroying or taking any magazines, the 
enemy may have on James riv er, or at en on 
the Appamatox. © 

The object of co-operation with Lord Cornwallis, 
being fulfilled, yon are at liberty to carry on ſuch 
deſultory expeditions for the purpoſe of deſtroying the 


_ enemy's public ſtores and magazines in any part of 


the Cheſapeak as you ſhall judge proper. 

If the admiral's diſapproving of Portſmouth, and 
requiring a fortified ſtation for large ſhips in the Che- 
fapeak, ſhould propoſe York Town, or '©14 Point 
Comfert, if poſſeſſion of either can be acquired and 
maintained without great riſe, or loſs, you are at li- 
berty to take poſſeſſion thereof. But if the objeFtons 


ere ſuch as you think forcible, you muſt, after ſtating 


thoſe objeftions, decline is, till ſolid nee take Wy Yee 


in the Cheſapeak. 


Concerning your return to this place, you will re 


ceive either my orders, or Lord Cornwallis S, as” cit. 


| cumſtances may make neceſſary. 


It is probable that when the objects of this T4 
tion are fulfilled, and you have ſtrengthened the pre- 


'fent works, and added ſuch. others as you ſhall think 


neceſſary, 
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neceſſary, you may return to this place. In which 
caſe you mult bring with you, Brigadier-general Ar- 
nold, the light infantry, Colonel Robinſon's corps, or 
the ſeventy-lixth ; and if it ſhould be poſſible, the 
Queen's rangers. The moment you have communi- 
cated with Lord Cornwallis, and heard from his 
Lordſhip, you are to conſider yourſelf as under his 
Lordſhip's orders, until he, or you ſhall hear further 
from me. 


(Signed) H. CLINTON. 


x 
5 — — TI 
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Extra. — From Brigadier-general Arnold to Sir Henry 
| Clinton, dated Portſinouth, March 8, 1781. 


ON the 6th I received information that Lord 
Cornwallis had not penetrated further than the Dan 
or Roanoke river, and that, in conſequence of the miſ- 
information (ſent to the rebel army, by expreſs, as 
mentioned in my laſt) being contradicted, their de- 
tachment had returned to their army at Suffolk, as 
well as Mr. Gregory, to the north-weſt bridge — 
Their force at the former place three thouſand, at the 
latter five hundred. On this change of affairs the 
troops under the orders of Lieutenant colonel Dun- 
das, who were deſigned up the James river, were 
countermanded. 


K l © 
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The enemy within two days have moved with their 
force, ſaid to be upwards of three thouſand men to 
Pricket mills, twelve miles from this place, and 
threaten an attack upon us. I have every rerſon to 
believe they have collected their force to co-operate 
with the French ſhips and troops, which they hourly 
Aka from Rhode iſland, 


— 


Extraft. — From Admiral Arbuthnot to General Ar- 
nold, dated Cheſapeak, March 19, 1781. 


THE French fleet ſailed 1 Rhode - iſland on or 
about the 8th inſtant, intending a co-operation with 
Mr. Waſhington, to attack you, I followed them 
on the roth, and came up with them on the 16th: 
an action enſued of about an hour and an half, "es 
they fled off with their whole ſquadron, 

I ſhall put to ſea again immediately with the favs 
dron, and endeavour to bring them to a ſecond ac- 
tion. Should I be unable to do fo, I ſhall return 
with the ſquadron to New York, which muſt be ex- 
poſed in my abſence, and 1 muſt withdraw the ſhips 
that are now with you, © | 
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Extract. — From Major- general Phillips to Sir Henry 
Clinton, dated Cheſapeak, on board the Royal Oat, 
in Lynhaven Byy, „March 26, 1781. 


THE fleet containing the troops under my or- 
ders, arrived off the Cheſapeak yeſterday, when 
Captain Hudſon gave the Orpheus liberty to make 
fail and carry me into this bay, where we knew by 
intelligence from frigates we met at ſea, that Admiral 
Arbuthnot was with his fleet. 

Our fleet ſailed from the Hook on Tueſday the 
20th inſtant, and with variable winds, and good 
weather, is arrived; and now beating up to the ren- 


dezyous at Hampton, with hopes, not a certainty, of | 


getting there this evening, 
With reſpect to intelligence, it is not in my power 


to give you any at a certainty. I hear that at Vork 
the rebels have been and are fortifying, and that there: 


are heavy cannon there, 


Extract. — From Sir Henry Clinton to Major-general. 


Phillips, dated New York, March 24, 1781, 


1 BELIEVE that Lord Cornwallis has finiſh- 
ed his campaign, and if report ſays true, very hand- 


ſomely, by taking all Greene's cannon, and recovering 


the 


A * [3 
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the greateſt part of his own men who had been made 
priſoners by Mr. Greene. If that ſhould be the caſe, 
and Lord Cornwallis ſhould not want any co-opera- 
tion to aſſiſt him, and you ſee no proſpect of ſtriking 
an important ſtroke elſewhere, I ſhall probably re- 
queſt you and General Arnold to return to me with 
fuch troops as I have already named in my inſtruc- 
tions. But all this will depend on the information 
I ſhall receive from you, and your opinion, reſpecting 
the poſt of Portſmouth, and ſuch others as you pro- 
poſe to eſtabliſh on James river, with their impor- 
tance, conſidered, either as affiſting Lord Corn- 
wallis's operations, or connected with thoſe of the 
vy. . 

You will probably hear from Lord Cornwallis 
before you determine on any attempt at a diſtance 
from him. I wiſh much to know what force he 
can ſpare from the troops under his Lordſhip's im- 
mediate orders ; for till I do, it is impoſſible to fix 
any plan. Three complete regiments wall, I hope, 
arrive at Charles-town, in the courſe of a few days, if 
Captain Elphinſton ſhould think it too early in the 
ſeaſon to come directly here; and three more are 
hourly expected from the Welt. Indies; both which 
diviſions will of courſe join me. | 

The French certainly expect an — reinforce- 
ment. If it comes from Europe, we mult, I think, 
hear from thence. long before it arrives; if from the 


Havannah, copper-bottomed {loops or frigates, which 
Done A the 
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the admiral will doubtleR have on the look-out, will 
announce their arrival, and give you time to deter- 
mine, what in that caſe, is beſt to be done. Ib 
And here, I take the liberty of hinting to you, 
that (from the appearance on the map when you 
have once obtained a naval force in Curratuck and 
Albemarle ſounds, by holding the bridges of Pequi- 
mans and Paſquotank rivers, you ſecure a ſhort paſ- 
ſage acroſs the Albemarle ſound, and communica- 
tion with Lord Cornwallis; or, by deſtroying the 
bridges on thoſe rivers, you prevent the enemy's 
approach by the bridge at Northweſt- landing. 


Extract. — Major General Phillips to Sir Henry Ciin- 
ton, K. B. dated Portſmouth, April 3, 1781. 


77 have from the moment of my landing here, pur- 
ſued the firſt object of your Excellency's inftruc- 
tions: © The ſecurity of the poſt ** Elizabeth 
cc river, near the mouth of James river.” 

And your Excellency may be aſſured, I ſhall uſe 
every means to attain this very material purpoſe, ſo 
neceſſary, and which alone can enable me, with four 
thouſand militia in our front and near. us, to purſue. 
the ſecond patt of your inſttuctions: A move in 
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farce. upon the enemy's cammunications between 
Virginia .and North Carolina, at Peterſburgh, in 
aſſiſtance to Lord Cornwallis.” And I ſhall do this 
the moment it may be poſſible, conſiſtent wich the 
ſecurity of the poſt on Elizabeth river. 

It is unlucky for us, that we know ſo little af 
Lord Cornwallis, in favour of whom, and his ope- 
rations we are directed by your Excellency to exert 
our utmoſt attention. I ſhall do all in my power 
to aſſiſt and co-operate with his Lordſhip, and ſhall 
from inclination, as well as in obedience to your Ex- 
cellency's inſtructions, do all I can to * this 
moſt deſirable end. | 

1 apprehend from various rebel accounts chat 
Lord Cornwallis, although he kept the field, has 
ſuffered very much after the action of thex 5th ultimo, 
and to be ſortifying to the weſt of the, Haw river, near 
Guildford, which ſeems a good polition, having that 
' river in front of the communication quite down to 
Croſs-Creek and Cape Fear. | 

Should his Lordſhip want ſupport, be muſt 
in a courſe draw it from Charles-town to Cape Fear 
8 and keep only a garriſon i in n Charles. town. i 
:-1embrace your idea, Sir, that ſhould La Fayette 
remain at Annapolis, which muſt proceed from the 
. enemy's fear of being attacked in Maryland, it will 
be poſſible; to carry him Annapolis and Baltimore; ; 


and if) zou will fend. me the Britiſh grenadiers and 
forty- 
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forty-ſecond regiment, I will, with almoſt certain 
hopes of ſucceſs, go upon the attempt; and will 
make an expedition in Virginia at the ſame inſtant, 
as ſhall effectually prevent any ſupport from chence 
to Maryland. 
come now to the particulars of this poſt, and as 
it is not poſſible in ſo ſhort a time, to go through the 
proper form of a regular report of the commanding 
engineer, who came with me, I will, until that can 
be done, very freely offer my opinion that it has not 
been, I ſhould imagine, properly explained to your 
Excellency, by Generals Matthews and Leflie. The 
object of the poſt, from its ſituation, reſpecting 
James river and the Cheſapeak, with its connection 
with the waters to and in Albemarle ſound, and the 
conſequent connections it may have with any army 
in the Carolinas, are ſubjects I Yo not think myſelf 
at liberty to touch upon. I mean to confine myſelf 
merely to the locality of the poſt itſelf; and under 
that deſcription, I declare, I think the preſent ſitua- 
tion not calculated for a poſt of force, or for one for 
a ſmall number of troops. In the firlt idea, I think 
three points ſhould be taken, as at Mill Point and 
Norfolk poſitively ; the third muſt depend on more 
examination of the Elizabeth river, than I have yet 
been able to give. Theſe points taken would mu- 
tually aſſiſt the navy ſtationed here, which might lay 
within, and be protected; and one point forced, 2 
retreat is left by the other two: and your Excel · 
1 3 | lency 
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lency will immediately obſerve, that it muſt require 
a large force indeed, to atrack the three points at once. 

Should it be required by your Excellency merely 
to keep a poſt here, without intending more than 
a ſtation, I think Mill Point, where the old fort 
ſtood, well calculated for ſuch a purpoſe; and it 
would require not more than a ftrong battalion 
equal to (ix hundred effective rank and file to be the 
garriſon. 

In both inſtances the Cheſapeak muſt be ſecure, for 
even allowing every exertion of defence againſt a fleet, 

it would be difficult to preſerve the river under the 
firſt idea of an extenſive plan. Under the latter, I 
conſider it ſcarcely to be done. Old Point Com- 
fort ſhall. be explored, as it ſeems a point which a 
ſmall force might defend, and the ſhipping have 
ſcope to act in, and by trying various methodb of 
winds and tides, would be able poſſibly * to Meade 
from even a ſuperior naval force; whereas, once 
blocked up in Elizabeth river, the _ era at ö 
laſt fall with the poſt. 
I come now to the Norfolk and Princeſs Ann coun-- 
lies, where we cannot much depend fbr afſiſtance. They 
are timorous, cautious, at beſt, but half friends,” and 
Perhaps ſome, if not many, concealed enettites; Sup- 
poſing them perfectly ours, we ſhould not be able to 
arm more than five or ſix hundred men, who would 
become a charge to us while we remained, and being 
left, would be undone. At prefent, they act a fort 
| 4 of 
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of ſaving game, but are of no uſe to us. Upon the 
whole, Sir, it may be perceived that I lean in favour 
of a ſmall poſt, where the army can afliſt the navy, and 
the latter have a chance of eſcaping, ſuppoſing a 
ſuperior force to arrive in the bay; and where the poſt 
can be maintained with five or fix hundred men, for 
ſome time, even perhaps till ſome reinforcement naval 
and land might be ſent to raiſe a ſiege. 


Copy. — Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. to Mayor-general 
Phillips, dated New-York, April 5, 1781. 


DEAR SIR, 


I NEED not ſay how important ſucceſs in the 
Highlands would be. I beg you will without loſs of 
time, conſult General Arnold upon the ſubject. I 
beg I may have his project. and your opinion, as well 
as his, reſpecting it, as ſoon as poſſible. When 1 
have conſidered it, and if I determine to undertake 
it, I will fend for him; and if operation ſhould be 
at a ſtand iv the Cheſapeak at the time, I will re- 
queſt you alſo to be of the party; the proportion of 
artillery I deſired you to make, will of courſe be 
ready. 1 | 


L 2 | P. 8. 
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P. S. If General Arnold does not think it expe- 
dient at this time to attempt it, which however, I 
ſhould be ſorry ſor, perhaps a combined move be- 
tween us againſt Philadelphia, may take place, You, 
by landing at the head of Elk; I, at Newcaſtle, or 
Cheſter; — if the firſt, General Arnold muſt let 
me have his plan as ſoon as poſſible, and be ready 
to follow it himſelf, or may w_ it, if you can ſpare 
him, 


Extract. — Sir Henry Clinton, K B. to Major-general 
Phillips, dated New-York, April 13, 1781. 


In addition to what I have ſaid in thoſe letters 
(April 5) I ſcarce need mention, that I am perſuaded 
you will not delay to make ſuch movements in fa- 
vour of Lord Cornwallis as you judge beft, with-the' 
force you have left after garriſoning the different 
works at Portſmouth; which after reading the re- 
port of your engineer, I flatter myſelf will be per- 
fectly ſecure with fix or eight hundred men. In that 
caſe you will be at liberty to act with the remainder, 
being as good troops as any in this country, in ſuch 
operations as you ſhall judge moſt ates to one 
thoſe of his kal. | n Af I 


Extra 
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Extra. Ajor. gene, al Phe to Sir Henry Cliuen, 
dated Por tTmouth, in Virginia, April I oy 1781. 8 


1 AM free to declare Portſmouth to be a bad poſt, 
its locality not calculated for defence, the collateral 
points neceſſary to be taken up ſo many, that alto- 
gether it would require ſo great a number of troops 
as no general officer I imagine would venture to pro- 
poſe to the Commander-in-chief to leave here 
for mere defence A ſpot might be found, 
1 apprehend, for a poſt for five hundred men, 
ſhould it be er to have one in Elizabeth 
River, 


Extract. Major-general Phillips to Sir Henry Clinton, 
dated Hampton Road, on board the Maria, April 


19, 1781. 


THE face of affairs ſeems changed, and the 
Carolinas, like all America, are loſt in rebellion. 
My letters of the 15th, 16th, and yeſterday, will 
go now in the Amphitrite, for I ſtopped the expreſs | 
boat laſt night. — I have nothing farther to add, 
than that I conceive Lord Cornwallis will not have 
it in his power to bring with him many troops, it 
will depend on 4 your Excellency from his Lordſhip's 

letters, 
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letters, and from thoſe of Brigdier-general Arnold 
and me, whether you ſhall think it proper to have 
an operation in force in Cheſapeak — if yes, the 
troops here are too few — if no, too many. 

I hope to hear from your Excellency directly, and 
perhaps it may not be ſo well to truſt ſuch a ſerious 
diſpatch, as your next, Sir, will probably be, to an 
unarmed veſſel, but that a frigate will be ſent. 
The operations I had propoſed againſt Williamſ- 
burg, ſhall take place to-morrow morning, but 1 
think it my duty to call a council of war, circum- 
ſtanced as Lord Corawallis is, to judge whether an 
attempt on Peterſburg may now be proper. 


— I m_m__—_—_ 


Extract. — Lieutenant-colonel Balfour to Sir Henry 
Clinton, received by the Amphitrite man of war, 
dated Charlies-Town, April 7, 1781. 


S IR, 


I AM honoured with your letters - of the 2d of 
January, and 19th of laſt month; as alſo with one of 
the 14th ult. by your Excellency's directions, from 
Captain Smith. 

As Lord Cornwallis is in the greateſt want of 
every ſupply, I have ſent him to Cape Fear what 
could be procured here, and as he will have many 

calls 
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calls on the Hoſpital, in conſequence of the late 
marches and action, I have taken care to furniſh a 
ſupply of officers and ſtores to that department at 
Wilmington; and ſhall by that way forward to his 
Lordſhip your Excellency's diſpatches, 9 an 
occaſion offers, | 


PART Vl 
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_ Correſpondence; between Lord Cornwallis's arrival 
at Wilmington, and his entering Virginia. 
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Extract. — From Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clin- 
ton, received by his Majeſty's ſhip Amphitrite, dated 
Camp, near Wilmington, April 10, 1781. 


S IR, 


AM juſt informed that 1 have a chance of ſend. 
1 ing a few lines to New-York by the Amphitrite 
But as it depends upon my being expeditious, I can- 
not attempt to give your Excellency a parii-ular ac- 
count of the, winter's campaign, or the battle of 
Guildford. | 3 


I am 
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I am very anxious to receive your Excellency's 
commands, being as yet totally in the dark as to the 
intended operations of the ſummer, I cannot help 
expreſſing my wiſhes that the Cheſapeak may become 
the ſeat of war, even (if neceſſary) at the expence 
of abandoning New-York. — Until Virginia is in a 
manner ſubdued, our hold of the Carolinas muſt be 
difficult, if not precarious. The rivers in Virginia 
are advantageous to an invading army; but North 
Carolina 1s, of all the provinces of America, the 
moſt difficult to attack (unleſs material aſſiſtance 
could be got from the inhabitants, the contrary of 
which I have ſufficiently experienced) on account of 
its great extent, of the numberleſs rivers and creeks, 
and the total want of interior navigation, 


— ——— n 


Copy. — Sir Heng Clinton to Earl Cornwallis, dated 
New-York, April 30, 1781. 


MY LORD, 


CAPTAIN Biggs of his Majeſty's ſhip Amphi- 
trite, who arrived here the 22d, has delivered to me 
your Lordſhip's two letters from Wilmington of the 
roth inſtant, informing me of your having obtained 
a complete victory over the rebel General Greene, 
near Guildford, on the 15th ult. On which occa- 

NM . fon 
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ſion I beg leave to offer your Lordſhip my moſt 
hearty congratulations, and to requeſt you will pre- 
ſent my thanks to Major-general Leflie, Brigadier 
O Hara, and Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton, for the 
great aſſiſtance you received from them, and to the 
officers and men under your command, for their 
great exertions on the march through Carolina, and 
their ,perlevering intrepidity in action. 

The diſparity of numbers between your Lord- 
ſhip's force and that of the enemy oppoſed to you, 
appears to be very great; and I confeſs I am at fome 
loſs to gueſs how your Lordſhip came to be reduced 
before the action to one thouſand three hundred and 

ſixty infantry, —as by the diſtribution ſent to me 
in your letter of the 6th of January, I am to ſup- 
poſe it was your intention to take with you the regi- 
ments mentioned in the margin ;* which (notwith- 
ſtanding the loſs of the ſeventy-firſt and legion, in 
the unfortunate affair of the Cowpens) I ſhould 
imagine muſt have amounted to conſiderably above 
three thouſand, excluſive of cavalry and militia, 

Before I was favoured with your Lordſhip's letter, 
the rebel account of the battle of Guildford had led 


® Brigade of guards, 
'T wenty-third. 3 
.Seventy-firſt, two battalions, 
Jagers. . | 

| Regiment of Boſe, 
Light infantry ſeventy-firſts 
— 

» North Carolina regiment. 
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me indeed to hope that its conſequences would have 
been more decilive; and that Green would have 
repaſſed the Roanoke, and left your Lordſhip at 
liberty to purſue the objects of your move into 
North Carolina, Under the perſuaſion therefore 
that you would ſoon be able to finiſh your arrange- 
ments for the. ſecurity of the Carolinas, I ſubmitted 
to you in my let:er of the 13th inſtant (a duplicate 
of which I have the honour to incloſe) the pro- 
priety in that caſe of your going in a frigate to 
Cheſapeak, and directing ſuch corps to follow you 
thither as you judged could be beſt ſpared. But 
as it is now probable that your Lordſhip's preſence 
in Carolina cannot be ſo ſoon diſpenſed with, I 
make no doubt but you will think it right to com- 
municate to Major-general Phillips, without delay, 
the plan of your future operations in that quarter, 
together with your opinion how the Cheſapeak 
army can beſt direct theirs to aſſiſt them. That 
general officer has already under his orders three 
thouſand five hundred men, and I ſhall fend him 
one thouſand ſeven hundred more, which are now 
embarked, and will ſail whenever the Admiral is 
ready. With theſe, my Lord, which are rank and 
file fit for duty, and great part of them taken from 
the elite of my army, General Phillips is directed by 
his inſtructions to act in favour of your Lordſhip to 
the beſt of his own judgment, until he receives 
your orders; and afterwards in ſuch manner as you 
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may pleaſe to command him, &c. — But I ſhall be 
ſorry to find your Lordſhip continue in the opinion 
that our hold of the Carolinas muſt be difficult, if 
not precarious, until Virginia is in a manner ſub- 
dued; as that is an event which I fear would require 
a conſiderable ſpace of time to accompliſh; and as 
far as I can judge, it might be not quite ſo expe- 
dient at this advanced ſeaſon of the year to enter 
into a long operation in that climate, This, how- 
ever will greatly depend upon circumſtances, of 
which your Lordſhip and General Phillips may pro- 
bably be better judges hereafter, 

With regard to. the operations of the ſummer, 
which your Lordſhip is anxious to receive my direc- 
tions about, you cannot but be ſenſible that they 
muſt in a great meaſure depend on your Lordſhip's 
ſucceſles in Carolina, the certainty and numbers of 
the expected reinforcement from Europe, and like- 
wiſe your Lordſhip's ſending back to me the corps I 
had ſpared to you under Major-general Leflie (which 
Lord Rawdon in his letter of the 31ſt of October 


told me you could return in the ſpring) for until I 


am informed of the particulars of your Lordſhp's 
march through North Carolina, the effective ſtrength 
of your moving army, your plan of operations for 
carrying thoſe objects you had or may have in view 


into execution, as well by the corps acting under 


your immediate orders, as thoſe acting in co-opera- 
tion under Major-general Phillips, it muſt be obvi- 
| ouſly 
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ouſly impoſſible for me to determine finally upon a 
plan of operations for the campaign. 

I was indeed in great hopes that your ſucceſſes in 
North Carolina would have been ſuch as to have 
put it in my power to avail myſelf of a large por- 
tion of your Lordſhip's army, the whole Cheſapeak 
corps, and the reinforcements from Europe, for this 
campaign's operations to the northward of Carolina 
but I obſerve with concern from your Lordlhip's 
letter, that ſo far from being in a condition to ſpare 
me any part of your preſent force, you are of opinion 

| that part of the European reinforcement will be in- 
diſpenſibly neceſſary to enable you to act offenſively, 
or even to maintain yourſelf in the upper parts of 
the country. h 

Had I known what your Lordſhip's further offen- 
ſive meaſures were intended to be for the remaining 
part of the ſeaſon, I might now have given an opi- 
nion upon them, as well as on the probable co-ope- 
ration of tie corps in Chelapeak ; without having 
which it will be ſcarcely poſſible for me to form any, 
For as I faid before, I fear no ſolid operation can be 
carried on to the northward of Cheſapeak, before 
thoſe to the ſouthward of it are entirely at an end, 
either from ſucceſs or the ſeaſon; and my letter to 
your Lordſhip of the 6th of November will have 
informed you what were my ideas of the operations 
proper to be purſued in Cheſapeak, and my expecta- 
tions from them, had circumſtances admitted of my 


purſuing 
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purſuing the plan to its full extent, But I muſt 
now defer the fixing ultimately on a plan for the 
campaign, until I am made acquainted with the 
final ſucceſs of your Lordſhip's operations, your 
proſpects and ſentiments, and I can judge what 
force I can collect for ſuch meaſures as I can then 
determine upon. | 


I have the honour, . &c. 


(Signed) H. CLINTON: 


Copy. — From Lieutenant-colonel Balfour to Sir Henry 
Clinton, received by the Speedy packet, which called 
at Cape Fear, dated Charles-Town, April 20, 
1781, i | 


SIR, 


I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Excel- 
lency, that by the letters from Lord Rawdon of the 
12th, 13th, and 15th inſtant, there is the fulleſt in- 
formation, that General Greene with his army is ad- 
vancing into this province, and that his light troops 
have actually paſſed the Pedee. The object of this 
movement there is every reaſon to believe is Cam- 

| den, 
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den, which at preſent is but weak, Lord Rawdon 
having detached Lieutenant-colonel Watſon, with 
two battalions from that poſt; ſo that in the end 
it may be expedient for combining our force, to | 
relinquith every thing on the other ſide Santee —= a | 
meaſure, however, which your Excellency may be 
aſſured will not be taken but in caſe of the utmoſt 
neceſſity. | 

As this movement of Greene's may conſiderably change I! - 
Lord Cormwallis's views, (who is now at Wilmington) 
I have judged it fit to lay before your Excellency 
as ſoon as poſlible this intelligence, which is like- 
wiſe forwarded to Lord Cornwallis by an expreſs 
boat, 


] have the honour, &c. | 


(Signed) W. BALFOUR. 


— — . — 


Exlract of a letter from Lord Radon to Lord Corn- 
wallis, May 24, 1781. 


Lieutenant-colonel Balfour was ſo good as to meet 
me at Nelſon's. He took this meaſure that he 
might repreſent his circumſtances to me. He ſtated 
that the revolt was univerſal, that from the little 
reaſon to apprehend this ſerious invaſion,* the old 
works of Charles-lown had been in part levelled, to 

De 4 make 


. It is preſumable that Colonel Balfour likewiſe communicated this material 
information to Lord Corawallis, 
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make way for new ones, . which were not yet conſtrutted; 
#hat its garriſon was inadequate to oppoſe any force of 
conſequence, and that the defection of the town's people 
ſhewed itſelf in a thouſand inſtances. J agreed with 
him in the concluſion to be drawn from thence, that 
any misfortune happening to my corps might entail 
the loſs of the province. 


, 
4 


Copy. — Earl ne to Lord Gerge tl dated 
Wilmington, April 23, 1781. 


MY LORD, 


. I YESTERDAY received an expreſs by a ſmall 
veſſel from Charles-Town, informing me that a 
frigate was there, but not then able to get over the 
bar, with diſpatches from Sir Henry Clinton, noti- 
fying to me that Major-general Phillips had been de- 
tached into the Cheſapeak with a conſiderable force, 
with inſtructions to co-operate with this army, and 
to put himſelf under my orders. This expreſs like- 
wiſe brought me the diſagreeable accounts that the 
upper poſts of South Carolina were in the molt, im- 
minent danger, from an alarming ſpirit of revolt 
among many of the people, and by a movement of 


General Greene's army. 1 
2 Although 
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Although the expreſſes which I ſent from Croſs 
Creek, to inform Lord Rawdon of the neceſſity I 
was under of coming to this place, and to warn 
him of the poſſi bility of ſuch an attempt of the ene- 
my, had all miſcarried ; ; yet his Lordſhip was lucky 
engugh ta be apprized of General Greene's ap- 
proach, at leaſt ſix days before he could poſſibly 
reach Camden; and I am therefore ſtill induced to 
hope, from my opinion of his Lordſhip's abiliries 
and the precautions taken by him and Lieutenant- 
colonel Balfour, that we ſhall not be fo unfortunate 
as to loſe any conſiderable corps. | 
The diſtance from hence to Camden, the want of 
forage and ſubſiſtence on the greateſt part of the 
ont and the difficulty of paſſing the Pedee when 
oppoſed by an enemy, render it utterly impoſhble 
for me to give immediate aſſiſtance ; and I appre- 
hend a poſſibility of the utmoſt hazard to this little 
corps without the chance of a benefit in the attempt. 
For, if we are ſo unlucky as to ſuffer a ſevere blow 
in South Carolina, the ſpirit of revolt in that pro- 
vince would become very general, and the numerous 
rebels in this province be encouraged to be more 
than ever adive and violent. This might enable 
General Greene to hem me in among the Great 
Rivers, and by cutting off our ſubſiſtence render our 
arms uſeleſs; and to remain here for tranſports to 
carry us off would be a work 1 time, would looſe 
our cavalry, and be otherwiſe as ruinous and viſe 
N | graceful 
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5 graceful to Britain 48 moſt events could be. I have 
therefore under ſo many embarraſſing circumſtances 
(but looking upon Charles-town as ſafe from any immedi- 
ate attack of the rebels) reſolved to take advantage of 
General Greene's having lett the back part of Virgi- 
nia open, and march immediately into that province, 
to attempt a junction with General Phillips. 

I have more readily decided upon this meaſure, be- 
cauſe if General Greene fails in the object of his 
march, his retreat will relieve South Carolina; and 
my force being. very inſufficient for offenſive opera- 
tions in this province, may be employed uſefully in 
Virginia, in conjunction with the corps under the 
command of General Phillips. 


I have the honour, &c. 


(Signed) CORNWALLIS. 


Copy, — From Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton, 
dated Wilmington, April 24, Lis | 


SIR, 
TH AVE reflefted very ſeriouſly on "the ſubject 
of my attempt to march into Virginia, and have in 


conſequence written a letter to Major- general Phillips, 
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of which I have the honour to incloſe a copy to your 
Excellency, 

I have likewiſe directed Lieutenant-colonel Balfour 
to ſend tranſports and proviſions to this port, in caſe l 
ſhould find the junction with Major- general Phillips 
impracticable; and that I ſhould have the mortifica- 
tion of ſeeing that there is no other method of convey- 
ing his Majeſty's troops to South Carolina, without 
expoſing them to the moſt evident ___ of dan 
loſt. 


1 have the honour, &c. 


(Signed) CORNWALLIS; 


— —ẽẽẽ 


Copy. — From Earl Cornwallis to Major-general Phils 
lips, dated April 24, 1781. 


DAR PniLLIys, 
M ſituation here is very diſtreffing, Greene took 
the advantage of my being obliged to come to this 
place, and has marched to South Carolina. My ex- 
preſſes to Lord Radon on my leaving Croſs Creek, 
warning him of the poſſibility of ſuch a movement, 
have all failed; mountaineers and militia have pour- 
ed into the back part of that province, and 1 much 
fear that Lord Rau don's poſts will be ſo diſtant from 
„ e „g vt NN 1212 *„eirh 
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each other, and his troops ſo feattered, as to put 
him in danger of being beat in detail; ; and that the 
worſt of conſequences may happen to moſt of the | 
troops out of Charles- town. (Ts 
Buy a direct move towards camden I cannot get 
time enough to relieve Lord Rawdon, and ſhould he 
have fallen, my army would be expoſed to the ut- 
moſt danger, from the great rivers I ſhould have to 
paſs, the exhauſted ſtare of the country, the numerous 
militia, the almoſt univerſal ſpirit of revolt which pre- 
vails in South Carolina, and the ſtrength of Greene's 
army, whoſe continentals alone are at leaſt as nu- 
merous as lam: and I could be of no uſe on my ar- 
rival at Charles-town, there being nothing at preſent 
to apprehend for that poſt, - I ſhall therefore imme- 
diately march up the country by Duplin court houſe, 
pointing towards Hillſborough, in hopes to with» 
draw Greene. If that ſhould not. ſucceed, I ſhould 
be much tempted to try to make a junction with you, 
The attempt is exceedingly hazardous,, aud many unfore- 
een difficulties may render it totally impraficable ; ſo 
that you muſt not take any ſteps that may expoſe your 
army to the danger of being ruined, I ſhall march 
to the loweſt ford of the Roanoke, which I am in- 
formed is about twenty miles above Taylor's ferry, 
Send For potlivle intelligence to me by the cypher 
I inclaſe, and make every movement in your power 
to facilitate our meeting (which muſt be ſomewhere 
near Terriburg) with ſafety to your own army. / 
mention 
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mention the loweſt ford, becauſe in a hoſtile country, 
ferries cannot be depended upon ; bur if I ſhould de- 
cide upon the: meaſure of endeavouring to come to 
you, I ſhall try to ſurpriſe the boats at ſome of the 
ferrics from Halifax, Wm &c; | 


: (Signed) CORNWALLIS. 
—————ñ— 4ẽů·· 


Copy. _ Fre 1 Balfour to Sir Henry © 
Clinton, K. B. dated Charles-town, May 6, . 


S I R, 


IN my letters of the 2oth and 23d ultimo, I had 
the honour to inform your Excellency, that our poſt 
be was then under of Camden being 
in the ſame ſituation. 

I am now to inform you that the former has ſince 
been ſurrendered. The circumſtances which led to 
this cannot be more fully explained, or with more 
honour to himſelf than by Lieutenant Mackay's jour- 
nal of the ſiege; which together with the articles of 
capitu.ation, I therefore incloſe for your Excellency's 
inſpection. 

By to-morrow I am in hopes Lord Rawdon will be 
re-inforced by Lieutenant-colonel Watſon, with his 
corps and the: ſixty- fourth regiment. | 

4 But 
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But notwithſtanding Lord Rawdon's brilliant ſuc* 
ceſs, I muſt inform your Excellency, that the general 
ſtate of the country is moſt diſtreſſing ; that the ene- 
mies parties are every where; the communication by 
land with Savannah no longer exiſts ; Colonel Brown 
is inveſted at Auguſta; and Colonel Cruger in the 
moſt critical ſituation at Ninety Six, nearly confined 
to his works, and without any preſent command over 
that country. Indeed 1 ſhould betray the duty I 
owe your Excellency, did I not repreſent the defec- 
tion of this province ſo univerſal, that I know of no 
mode ſhort of depopulation, to retainit. This ſpirit 
of revolt is in a great meaſure kept up by the many 
officers priſoners of war here; and I ſhould therefore 
think it adviſable to remove them, as well as to make 
the moſt ſtriking examples of ſuch, as having taken 
protection, ſnatch every occaſion to riſe in arms 
againſt us. 


I have the honour, &c. 


0 (Signed) W. BALFOUR, 


SW Ws Uo lb 
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Correſpondence from his Lordſhip's entering Vir- 
ginia, &c. 


Extract. — From Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. to Lord 
Cornwallis, dated New York, May 29, 1781. 


MY LORD, 


I HAD the honour of writing to your Lord. 
ſhip by Lord Chewton, who ſailed from hence in the 
Richmond the 4th inſtant to join you at Wilmington. 
But your Lordſhip's departure from thence will have 
prevented his :meeting you there, and I hope he has 
ſince then joined you in the Cheſapeak. 


When 
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When TI firſt heard of your Lordſhip's retreat from 
Crois Creek to Wilmington, J confeſs that J was in 
hopes you had reaſon to conſider Greene ſo totally 
hors de combat as to be perfectly at eaſe for Lord 
Rawdon's ſafety. And after your arrival at Wilming- 
ton, I flattered myſelf that if any change of circum- 
ſtances ſhould make it neceſſary, you could always 
haye beefijAble to march to the Walkamaw, where I 
imagined vellels might have paſſed you over to George 
town. I cannot therefore conceal from your Lord- 
ſhip the apprehenſions.Ltelc.on reading your letter to 
me of the 24th ultimo; wherein you informed me of 
the critical ſituation which you ſuppoſed the Caroli- 
nas tobe in; and that you Thould probably: attemp9 
to effect a junction with Major general Phillips. 
Lord Rawdon's officer-like and ſpirited exertions, in 
taking advantage of Greene's having detached from 
his army, have indeed eded me of my apprefienſions 
- the preſent. But in the diſordered ſtate of Caroli- 

pa apd Georgia, as repreſented to me by Licvtenant= 
colonel Balfour, 1 ſhall dread what may be the con- 
ſequence of j your Lordſhi p's move; unleſs a Teinforce- 
ment arrives very ſoon in South Carolina,” and ſuch 
inſtructions are ſent to the, officer commanding: there, 
as may induce him to:exert bimſelf in reſtoring tran- 
quility to that province at leaſt. Theſe, I make na 
doubt. your Lor dſhip has already ſent to Leid Raw- 
don, and, hat every en wal tor this pur- 
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poſe will be taken by his Lordſhip in conſequence of 
them, ſhould he remain in the command. 


probability of your intention to form a junction with 
General Phillips, I certainly ſhould have endeavour- 
ed to have ſtopped you —— as I did then, as well 
as nov, conſider ſuch a move as like to be dangerous 
to our intereſts in the ſouthern colonies. And this, 
my Lord, was not my only fear. For I will be free 
to own that I was apprehenſive for the corps under 
your Lordſhip's immediate orders, as well as for that 
under Lord Rawdon. And I ſhould not have thought 
even the one under Major- general Phillips in ſafety 
at Peterſburg, at leaſt for fo long a time, had I not 
fortunately on hearing of your being at Wilmington, 
ſent another detachment from this army, to reinforce 
him. 

I am perſuaded your Lordſhip will have the 
goodneſs to excuſe my ſaying thus much. But what 
is done cannot now be altered. And as your Lord- 
ſhip has thought proper to make this deciſion, I ſhall 
moſt gladly avail myſelf of your very able aſſiſtance, 
in carrying on ſuch operations as you ſhall judge beſt in 
Virginia, until we are compelled, as I fear we muſt 
be, by the climate, to bring them more northward. 
Your Lordſhip will have been informed of my ideas 
reſpeRing operations to the northward of the Caroli- 


nas, by my inſtructions to the different General offi- 
O cers 


— Had it been poſũble for your Lordſhip, in 
your letter of the 10th ultimo, to have intimated the 
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cers detached to the Cheſapeak, and the ſubſtance of 
ſome converſations with General Phillips on the 
ſubject, which I committed to writing, and fent 
to him with my laſt diſpatch, with direCtions to 
communicate it to your Lordſhip. By theſe 
your Lordſhip will obſerve that my firſt object 
has been to co-operate with your meaſures. But 
your Lordſhip's ſituation at different periods made it 
neceſſary for me occaſionally to vary my inſtructions 
to thoſe General officers, according to circumſtances, 
They were originally directed to aſſiſt your Lordſhip's 
operations in ſecuring South and recovering North 
Carolina; their attention was afterwards pointed to 
the ſaving South Carolina. 

And now, your Lordſhip may think it neceſſary to 
employ your force in recovering both or either of 
theſe provinces, by either a direct or indirect opera- 
tion. With reſpect to the firſt your Lordſhip muſt be 
ſole judge. With reſpect to the laſt you have my 
opinions, My opinions may bowever probably give 
evay to yours ſhould they differ from them, as they will 
have the advantage of bcing formed on the ſpot, and upon 
circumſtances which at this diſtance I cannot of courſe 
judge of, I ſhall therefore leave them totally to your 
Lordſhip to decide upon, fill you either hear from me 
or we meet. _ . 

I ſhould be happy to be able to aſcertain the time 
when our reinforcements may arrive; but as TI have 
received no letters from the miniſter of a later date 

2 | | than 
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Than the 7th of February, I am at a loſs to gueſs how 
ſoon we may expect them. As I had judged the 
force I ſent to the Cheſapeak fully ſufficient for all 
operations there, even though we ſhould extend them 
to the experiment (mentioned in the converſations 
referred to) at the weſtern head of the Cheſapeak, a- 
bout Baltimore, &c. And your Lordſhip will per- 
ceive that it was General- Phillips and Arnold's opi- 
nion they were ſuficient for even that on the eaſtern, 
(which however might certainly require a greater 
force), it is poſſible that the additional corps your 
Lordſhip has brought with you may enable you to 
return ſomething to me for this poſt. Bur I beg your 
Lordſhip will by no means conſider this as a call — 
for I ſhould rather content myſelf with ever ſo bare a 
defenſive, until there was an appearance of ſerious 
operation againſt me, than cramp yout's in the leaſt, 
But (as I ſaid in a former letter) I truſt to your 
Lordſhip's diſintereſtedneſs, that you will not require 
from me more troqps than what are abſolutely want- 
ed; and that you will recollect a circumſtance, which 
I am ever aware of, in carrying on operations in the 
Cheſapeak; <vbich is that they can be no longer ſecure 
ban while we are ſuperior at ſea, That we ſhall re- 
main ſo I moſt fincerely hops — nor have I any reaſon 
to ſuſpect we ſhall not; but at all events I may at 
leaſt expect timely information will be ſent me of the 
contrary being likely to happen. In which caſe I 
hope your I. ordſhip may be able 9 place your army in 
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a ſecure ſituation during ſuch temporary inconvenience. 
For ſhould it become permanent, I need not ſay 
what our proſpects in this country are likely to be. 
The admiral being now off the Hook gives me an 
opportunity of communicating with him by letter, 
and I have in the moſt preſſing terms requeſted his 
attention to the Cheſapeak ; having repeatedly told 
him, that ſhould the enemy poſſeſs it even for forty-eight 
hours, your Lordſhip's operations there may be expoſed to 
moſt imminent danger. General Robertſon has alſo en- 
deavoured to impreſs him with the fame ideas. But 
until I have an anſwer in writing, I cannot be ſure 
that he will, as I do, conſider the Cheſapeak as the firſt 
object. For he ar preſent. ſeems rather inclined to 
lead his fleet to open the port of Rhode-iſland, and 
- to cruiſe to the northward of Nantucket for a fleet, 
which he has heard is coming from Europe with a 
fmall reinforcement to the French armament, and 
which I am of opinion is bound to Rhode-iſland, I 
have however taken every occaſion to repreſent to 
him the neceſſity of hearty co-operation and commu- 
nication. If they fail, I am determined it ſhall not 
be on my ſide. | 


I have the honour, &c. 
(Signed) H. CLINTON, 


[Sent by L ieutenant-colonel M*Pherfon, in the 


Loyaliſt, June 15. 
| 11 , Extract. 
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Extract. — From Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clin» 
ton, K. B. dated Bird's Plantation, North of * 
river, May 26, 1781. 


SIR, 


THE arrival of the reinforcement has made me 
eaſy about Portſmouth for the preſent. I have ſent 
General Leſlie thither with the ſeventeenth regiment, 
and the two battalions of Anſpach, keeping the forty- 
third regiment with the army. 

I ſhall now proceed to diſlodge La Fayette from 
Richmond, and with my light troops to deſtroy any 
magazines or ſtores in the neighbourhood, which may 
have been collected either for his uſe, or for General 
Greene's army. From thence I purpoſe to move to 
the neck at Williamſburgh, which 1s repreſented as 
healthy, and where ſome ſubſiſtence may be procu- 
red; and keep myfelf unengaged from operations, 
which might interfere with your plan for the campaign, 
until I have the ſatisſactfon of hearing from you. I 
hope I ſhall then have an opportunity to receive bet- 
ter information than has hitherto been in my 
power to procure, relative to a proper harbour and 
place of arms. At preſent I am inclined to think 
well of York. The objections to Portſmouth are, 
that it cannot be made ſtrong without an army to 
defend it; that it is remarkably unhealthy ; and can 

give 
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give no protection to a ſhip of the line. Wayne has 
not yet joined La Fayette, nor can ] poſitively learn 
where he is, or what is his force. Greene's cavalry 
are ſaid to be coming this way but I have no cer- 
tain accounts of it. 

Your Excellency defires Generals Phillips and Ar- 
nold to give you their opinions relative to Mr. 
———'s propoſal. As General Arnold gees to 
New-York by . the firſt ſafe conveyance, you will 
have an opportunity. of hearing his ſentiments in 
perſon. Experience has made me leſs ſanguine, and 
more arrangements ſeem to me neceſſary for ſo im- 
portant an expedition than appears to occur to 
General Arnold. 

Mr. ———'s converſations bear too great a re- 
ſemblance to thoſe of the emiſſaries from North 
Carolina, to. give me much confidence; and from the 
experience I have had, and the dangers I have under- 
gone, one maxim appears to me to be abſolutely 
neceſſary for the ſafe and honourable conduct of this 
war; which is, that we ſhould have as few 
poſts as poſſible; and that wherever the King's 
troops are, they ſhould be in reſpectable force. By 
the vigorous exertions of the preſent governors of 
America, large bodies of men are ſoon colle&d, and 
I have too often obſerved; that when a ſtorm 
_ threatens, our friends diſappear. 

In regard to taking poſſeſſion of Philadelphia by 


an incurſion (even if practicable) without an intention 
** of 
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of keeping or burning it, (neither of which appear 
to be adviſeable) I ſhould apprehend it would do 
more harm than good to the cauſe of Britain, 

I ſhall cake the liberty of repeating, that if offen- 
ſive war is intended, Virginia appears to me to 
be the only province in which it can be carried on; 
and in which there is a ſtake, Burt to reduce the 
province and keep poſſeſſion of the country, a con- 
ſiderable army would be neceſſary; for with a ſmall 
force, the buſineſs would probably terminate un- 
favourably, though the beginning might be ſucceſs- 
ful. In caſe it is thought expedient, and a proper 
army for the attempt can be formed ; I hope your 
Excellency will do me the juſtice to believe, that I 
neither wiſh nor expect to have the command of it, 
leaving you at New York on the defenſive, Such 
ſentiments are ſo far from my heart, that I can with 
great truth aſſure you, that few things could give 
me grearer plcaſure, than being relieved by your 
preſence, from a ſituation of ſo much anxiety and 
reſponſibility, 

By my letter of the 2oth, your Excellency will 
obſerve, that inſtead of thinking it poſſible to do any 
thing in Nerth Carolina, I am of opinion that it is 
doubtful whether we can keep the poſts in the back 
parts of South Carolina. And I believe I have ſtated 
in former letters, the infinite difficulty of protecting 
a frontier of three hundred Miles, againſt a perſcvering 
enemy, in a country where we have no water com- 

| munication, 
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munication, and where few of the inhabitants are 


active or uſeful friends. | 

In enumerating the corps employed in the ſouthern 
diſtrict, your Excellency will recolle& that they are 
all very weak; and that ſome of the Britiſh as well 
as Provincial regiments, retain nothing but the 
name. Our weakneſs at Guildford was not owing 
to any detachment, unleſs that with the baggage, but 
to loſſes by action, ſickneſs, &c. during the winter's 
campaign. 


Extra8. — Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. to Lord Corn- 
wallis, dated New-York, June 11, 1781, 


RESPECTING my opinions of ſtations in James 
and York rivers, I ſhall beg leave only to refer your 


Lordſhip to my inſtructions to, and correſpondence, 


with, Generals Phillips and Arnold, together with 
the ſubſtance of my converſations with the former ; 
which your Lordſhip will have found amongſt Gene- 
ral Phillips's papers, and to which J referred you 


in my laſt diſpatch ; I ſhall therefore of courſe ap- 


prove of any alterations your Lordſhip may think 
proper to make 11 in thoſe ſtations, | 


The 
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The detachments I have made from this army 
into Cheſapeak fince General Leſlie's expedition in 
October laſt, incluſive, have amounted to ſeven 
thouſand ſeven hundred and twenty. four effeCtives ; 
and at the time your Lordſhip made the junction with 
the corps there, there were under Major- general Phil- 
lips's orders, five thoufand three hundred and four. 
A force, I ſhould have hoped would be ſufficient of 
itſelf to carry on any operations in any of the ſouth- 
ern provinces in America, 
comparing, therefore the force under your 
Lordſhip, and that of the enemy oppoſed 'to you 
(and I think it clearly appears they have, for the 
preſent, no intention of ſending thither reinforce- 
ment) I ſhould have hoped you would have quite 
ſufficient to carry on any operation in Virginia — 
ſhould that have been adviſable 'in this advanced 
ſeaſon, | 

By the intercepted letters incloſed to your Lord- 
ſhip in my laſt diſpatch, you will obſerve, that I am 
threatened with a ſiege in this poſt, My preſent 
effective force is only ten thouſand nine hundred and 
thirty-one. With reſpect to what the enemy may 
collect for ſuch an object, it is probable they 
may amount to at leaſt twenty thouſand ; beſides 
reinforcement to the French (which from pretty 
good authority, I have reaſon to expect) and the. 
numerous militia of the five neighbouring provinces. 


P | Thus 
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Thus circumſtanced, I am perſuaded your Lordſhip | 


will be of opinion, that the ſooner I concentrate my 
force the better. Therefore, (unleſs your Lordſhip, 


after the receipt of my letters of the 29th of May 


and 8th inſt. ſhould incline to agree with me in 
opinion, and judge it rightto adopt my ideas reſpecting 
the move to Baltimore, or the Delaware Neck, &c.) 
beg leave to recommend it to you, as ſoon as you 


have finiſhed the active operations you may be now 
engaged in, to take a defenſive ſtation in any healthy 


ſituation you chooſe (be it at Williamſburgh or 


Vork rown) and I would wiſh in that caſe, that after 
_ reſerving to yourſelf ſuch troops as you may judge 


neceſſary for an ample defenſive, and deſultory move- 
ments by water, for the purpoſe of annoying. the 


enemy's communications, deſtroying magazines, &c. 
the following corps may be ſent to me in — 


as - can ſpare them : 
Two battalions of light infantry. 
Forty-third regiment. 
Seventy-ſixth, or eightieth. 
Two battalions of Anſpach. 
Queen's rangers, cavalry and infantry, 


Remains of the detachment of the feventeenth 


light dragoons. 


And ſuch a proportion of artillery as can be y__ 


Werten, men. 


2 * 
* h 


Copy 


— — — ͤ•:y;p ⁰¹mͤ⅛ñ., ¶ —Nhr! ͤ—ôũünjͤ;«èͤ 


from bis Lordſpip's entering Virginia. 111 


Cp. — Sir Henry Clinton, X. B. to Lord Coruwallis, 
dated New-York, June 15, 1781. 


MY LORD, 


As the Admiral has thought proper to ſtop the 
ſailing of the convoy with ſtores, horſe, accoutre- 
ments, &c. (which has been for: ſome days ready to fail 
to the Cheſapeak) without aſſigning to me any reaſon 
for ſo doing, I delay not a moment to diſpatch a 
runner to your Lordſhip with a duplicate of my 
letter of the 11th inſt. which was to go by that op- 
portunity. And as I am led to ſuppoſe from your 
Lordſhip's letter of the 26th ultimo, that you may 
not think it expedient to adopt the operations I had 
recommended in the Cheſapeak, and will by this 
time probably have finiſhed thoſe you were engaged 
in; I requeſt you will immediately embark a part of 
the troops, ſtated in the letter incloſed ;. beginning 
with the light infantry; and ſend them to me with 
all poſſible diſpatch ; for which purpoſe Captain | 
Hudſon, or officer commanding the king's ſhips, will, 
I preſume, upon your Lordſhip's application appoint 
a proper convoy. I ſhall likewiſe, in proper time, 
ſolicit the admiral to ſend ſome more tranſparts to 
the Cheſapeak ; in which your Lordſhip will pleaſe 
to ſend hither the remaining troops you judge can 
be ſpared from the defence of the poſts you may. 
occupy, as I do not think it adviſeable to leave more 

Ta troops 


u— i — 
. — — 


— ——U— — eee 
— 2 — 


* 


= . * - LL 
, — -- — . + 4 * eien 
—  — ——  — — —— — 
1 


— 
9 rr 
' 


112 Extracis from the Correſpondence 


troops in that unhealthy climate, at this ſeaſon of the 
year, than what are abſolutely wanted for a defenſive, 
and detultory water excurſions. 


H. CLINTON. 


Extract. Lord Cornwallis to Sir Henry ln, 
K. B. dated Williamſougri, June 30, 1781, 


 ——— BEING in the place of General Phillips, 


1 thought myſelf called upon by you, to give my 


opinion, with all deference, on Mr. ——— 's pro- 
poſals, and the attempt upon Philadelphia, Haying 
experienced much diſappointment on that head, I 
own I would cautiouſly engage in meaſures, depend- 
ing materially for their ſucceſs, upon active aſſiſtance 
from the country. And I thought the attempt on 
Philadelphia would do more harm than good to the 
cauſe of Great Britain. | 
—— However, my opinion on that ſubject is at 
preſent of no great importance, as it appears from your 
Excellency's diſpatches, that in the execution of thoſe 
ideas, a co-operation was intended from your ſide; 
which now could not be depended upon from the 
1 588 4 : uns 


from his Lordſbip's entering Virginia. 113- 


uncertainty of the permancy of our naval ſuperiority, 
and your apprehenſions of an intended ſerious a4. 
ee e 5 e e e 155 


END OF THE APPENDIX. 
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Return of intrenching Tools in the poſſeſſion of the Engi-- 
neers at York Town, in Virginia on the 23d of Au- 
guſt, 1781. 


Spades and ſhovels OMe 409 
Pick-axes - 8 190 
Felling-axes — — i 210 
Hand-hatchets — Fa 160 
Wheel-barrows ” ” n 32 'q 
| 992 
New-York, ny, OL. DE LANCY, 
Dec. 27, 1781.  — ADJUTANT-GENERAL, 
= ON | | 


N. B. This return formed from different returns, 


ſigned by Licutenant Sutherland, Lord Corn- 
wallis's principal Engineer in the Cheſapeak, 


VIEW 
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A VIEW of the STRENGTH of the TWO ARMIES, (Regular and Provincial) 
at different Periods of the Years 1780 and 1781; and of the REGULAR FORCE ot 
according to Calculations drawn from the beſt Information that could be procured, 


þ 


_ 28thof Auguſt 


11000 


\ 


—— Rank and 
. Rank and File accord- 
Under the immediate Command of Sir Henry Clinton at File fit for | Avzrage Strength of the Enemy (including French and excluſive | ing to the (| Ut 
different Periods, : Duty. |} of Militia) oppoſed to Sir Henry Clinton at vitlerea: Periods, — 
In South Carolina, Georgia, and Eaſt Florida in the In Charles-town, when. beſieged, were the Virginia, Le 
Month of May, 1780 — — — — 11129 Maryland, and Delaware Brigades — — | 3000 
l i 5 | Se 
Embarked with Sir Henry Clinton for New-York on the — 
iſt of June, 1786, after the Reduction of Charles- | 
1 town, and the Submiſſion of the greateſt Part of | 
South Carolina — — — — — 1 4114 |Continentals under General Waſhington in the Vicinage R 
of New-York and in the, Forts — — —| 14000 
At New-York and its Dependencies on the »| of July, : 
1780, including the Corps which accompanied Sir 
Henry Clinton from Charles-town _ —| 14298 | NM 
; French Army at Rhode Iſland under Count Rocham- 
5 , 1 daau arrived July 12, 1780 — _—_ —| $800 
At Do. on the iſt of November, 1780, after General By Sn | | 
Leſlie's Expedition had ſailed, and including 2372 5 T 
foreign and Britiſh Recruits arrived from Euro —ͤ —— 
October zoth, 1780 — — — — 1 12865 . 
| | Total — 2 19800 
N. B. Theſe Recruits very ſickly, and ſpread Contagion 
through the Army. 
— Se 
——— 
At Do. on the iſt of January, 1787, after the Detach- | 
ment ſent to South Carolina under General Boſe, 
and that to Cheſapeak under Brigadier-general Ar- | | 
nold — — — — — — | 11929 [Continentals under General Waſhington in the Forts D 
5 and their Vicinage, after the Revolt of the Pennſyl- 
| | — yz. and Jerſey Lines, and the Detachments ſent to A 
[At Do. on the iſt of June, 1781, after the Detach- the Southward under Generals Greene, La Fayette, 
ments ſent to the Cheſapeak under General Phillips and Wayne — — — = — 6000 
and Coloncl De Voit — = — — 978 | D 
At Do. on the 1ſt of Auguſt, 1787, including 326 1 C 
Britiſh Recruits jqined June 275th — —| 10075 French Troops who joined him from Rhode Iſland in 
; | | July, after which he took the Field — — 1 5000 
At Do. on the 1ſt of September, 1781, including 2408 
German Levies joined the 14th of Auguſt, and the —ä—— 
Fortis th Regiment from the Weſt Indies joined the| 
— — — == — 11894 Total! — = 


— 


3 N. B. As Sir Henry Clinton did not receive regular Returns of the Troops in the Southern Piſtrict, he cannot poſiti 


has endeavoured to be as exact as his Information would admit. 


The Militia of the Enemy, (which were an 


though there can be no Doubt that Lord Cornwallis had at Times very conſiderable Numbers of them acting 
and uſed to Arms than thoſe to the Southward, could be collected on Occaſion with ſtill greater Facility, an 


Command, 


7 


) acting under the CoMManpeR IN CHIET and Lieutenant-General Earr, Conxnwarr ts, 
of the ENEMY, FRENCH and AMERICANS, oppoſed to each in their reſpective Diſtricts, 


— 


Under the Command of Earl 8 in the whole Southern | 
Diſtrict at different Periods, 


* 
* 


— 


Left by Sir Henry Clinton with Earl Cornwallis in the 
Southern Diſtrict, after the Embarkation for New- 
York on the iſt of June, 1780 


Sent to the Cheſapeak under General Leſlie the 6th of 
October, 1780, and joined the Army in South Caro- 
lina in December, 1780 


Recruits ſent to Charles-town under General Boſe the 
4th of November, 1780 


Total in South Carolina, Georgia, and Faſt Florida 
to the Cloſe of the Year 1780 — 


Marched with Earl Cornwallis into Virginia the 2 5th of 
April, 1781 


Third, Nineteenth, and Thirtieth Regiments, and Bri- 
thiſh Recruits arrived at Charles-town the latter End 
of May, 1781 


Sent to the Cheſapeak under Brigadier-general Arnold 
the rith of December, 1780 


Ditto to ditto under General Phillips, March, 1781 
Ditto to ditto under Colonel De Voit, April 29, 1781 


Arrived with Earl Cornwallis from Carolina the 2oth of 
May, 1781 


Drafts from the Guards arrived from England and 
Charles-town in June 


Convaleſcents ſent to Portſmouth under Lieutenant-co-| 


lonel Macpherſon — — — — —1 
In Virginia — — — — — 
In the Carolinas, Georgia, and Eaſt Florida — 


Total Rank and File fit for Duty left with Earl Corn- 
wallis, and fent to the Southward between June 
1780 and May 1781 


Rank and 
File fit for 
Duty. 


— 


7115 


18135 


ö 


Joined by a Body of Eighteen- months Men — 


Averige Strength of the Enemy (including French and exclufive 
of Militia) oppoſed to Earl Cornwallis at diſferent Periods. 


Regular Continental Troops under Geueral Gates, taken | 


at the higheſt Calculation before the firſt Battle of 
Camden, 16th of Auguſt, 1789 


Regular Troops under General Greene before the Battle 
of Guildford on the 15th of March, 1781 - 


Regular Troops under General Greene before the ſecond 
Battle of Camden, April 25th, 1781 


o 


Regular Troops of the Enemy under General Greene in 
South Carolina 


* 


L 


Regular Troops under the Marquis La Fayette in Vir- 
ginia and Maryland 


— — — — 


Regular Troops under the Marquis De la Fayette in 
Virginia 


Joined by the French Troops under Monſieur St. Simon 
in the Beginning of September, 1781 


— — — 


Total regular French and American Troops oppoſed 
to Lord Cornwallis in Virginia, before the Junction 
of General Waſhington — 


Kauk and 
File accord- 
ing tv the 
Intelligence 
received. 


2000 


2000 


1500 


2000 


1000 


— 


tively ſay. that their fit- for-Duty at different. Periods: exactly correſponded with the above State of them; but he 
very flutuating Body) oppoled to either Army on particular Occaſions, are not noticed in the above View; becauſe, 
g againſt him, it is equally notorious that the Militia of the Northern Provinges, who were even more numerous 


ind were conſtantly ready. to oppoſe any Move of the Diviſion of the Army under Sir Henry Clinton's immgdiate.. 


